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Tuesday, September 26, 1972, 

10:30 a. m. - 4:20 p.m. 

Country Villa, 108 avenue du General Lecler 
Gif sur Yvette, 91-Essonne, France 


Kissinger: This is a beautiful house. Do you come here on weekends or 
did you just get it? 

Le Due Tho: The house belongs to one of our friends; we borrowed from 
him. 

Kissinger: The Special Advisor always has another move up his sleeve. 
[Laughter] 
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T. ft Due Tho : What move do you mean? 

K,„.ln«.r, Well, like another house that we didn't know about, 
ke Duc_Thoi Shall we deterge now the tun ^ ^ ^ ^ J;30 . 

two successive days, lhereioreip p 

Kissinger: All right. 

fV>;no fn «av? Or otherwise we shall begin our 
T.e Due Tho: Have you anything to say ur 

work, 

Kissinger- No, we should work today until 3,30 and then tomorrow perhaps 
SSrSTOiOO. Is that convenient, or do you prefer 10:307 

T,e Due Tho : 10:00 is all right, 

Kissinger: Because we wanted an extra half hour because of the time 
change* today. It's only 5:00 in the morning or us. 

Le Due Tho : In Hanoi it is afternoon, 4:30 in the afternoon. 

■r, a /-nmp from Hanoi last night, [laughter] 

Kissinger; But J°"^“ ‘ '^isor let's work until around 3:30 today. 

Yes I agree, Mr# Special Aavis , 

Are’we definitely planning to meet then tomorrow? 

T.e Due Tho: Because we have agreed last time to have .... 

Kissinger: No, if we are sure then I would like to let Washington know now. 

T ,e Due Tho: ... to have successive days. 

t iiiet left it open so that it wouldn’t 
Kissinger: Yes, if s fine with me. I just eft t ■<* 

create *too much confusion if for some reason we decide not 
But I am prepared to stay and it's ine wi m 

[Mr. Lord leaves to give instruction to Colonel Guay.] 

X got caught at a press conference where I wanted to talk about the Soviet 
Union but they all wanted to near aoout 
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Le Due Tho ; Yes, we did receive an excerpt of your press conference. 
Kissinger: You probably have the whole text. 

Le Due Tho: You sent it. 

Kis singer: I sent you an excerpt, but you also have the whole text? 

Le Due Tho: No, we do not have it. We have not yet the complete text. 

Kis singer : I will send it to you. But I sent you the most important part. 
The rest was just my saying three times that I wouldn't say anything. 

I don't have the mastery in handling our press that the Special Advisor 
does. [Laughter] He has restrained his impulses on this visit. 

Le Due Tho: But you yourself often hold press conferences too. 


Kissinger: But I haven't said anything about Vietnam. I hold a press 
conference every time the President speaks, to explain what he meant. 

Or when we make an agreement. If we make an agreement here, 

Mr. Special Advisor and Mr. Minister, you will be amazed what good 
things I will say about you to the press to defend the agreement. 

Le Due Tho: But so many conferences, you have held enought already. 

* 

Kissinger: You think I have held enough press conferences? 

Le Due Tho: Yes, so many press conferences, you have held enough. 

Kissinger: Enough? If we make an agreement I will have to explain 
it. You'll have to suffer through at least one other. [Laughter] But 

then I will be very positive. 

Le Due Tho: But first of all you should have a positive attitude at 

the negotiation, then afterward you will be positive at the press conference. 

Kissinger: I was wondering when he would hit me. I've been here five 
minutes without getting scolded. I always say good things about the 
Special Advisor in public. I always praise him publicly. 
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Le Due Tho; Yes, in the course of our negotiations at times you 
praise me, but at times you worry me, 

Kissinger: Worry you? 

' A 

a 

Le Due Tho : Scold. 

Kissinger: Scold?' Never personally. 

Le Due Tho; Yes, I told you about that. Let us begin our work. 

Kis singer: I think since we are in your new house, I think you should 
inaugurate it. The Minister looks better today. Are you feeling better? 

Xuan Thuy : Yes. 

Kissinger: Ambassador Porter is impatiently waiting for your return. 

There are some adjectives he -hates to use with your deputy. 

Le Due Tho: Let me speak first this time. 

Kissinger: Please. . 

Le Due Tho : Last time, Mr. Special Advisor spoke about the schedule of 

the settlement of the war in a way that is not clear and certain. Today, 

I would like to know your clear views on this schedule of negotiations 
because this schedule is related to the conduct and the content of negotiations. 

Therefore, we should discuss this point first. 

• • 

Of late, Mr. Special Advisor said that the situation was ripe to reach 
an overall settlement, but there was not much time left. You affirmed 
that the U. S. side really wants a quick settlement, the sooner the better. 

You also said that also was President Nixon's desire. You also said that 
you would strive to settle the war by October the 15th and you would adopt 
in this direction in future meetings so as to rapidly reach a settlement. 

But at one point you said that October the 15th was only the date on which 

agreement would be reached at this forum, and the discussion on the 

questions here and other forums would be completed by the end of November 1972. 
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You also said that if at the election day we have not settled the problem 
L President Nixon would be reelected with the majority of the people 
standine for the continuation of the war, then the questions will be 

d fferent. How will the question be different’ Do you intend to ‘hreaten 

us? If so, your threat will have no effect at all. I would like to ask 
Mr. Special Advisor very frankly and seriously that. 

First, we wonder whether the U. S. side wanted to drag the 
negotiation until after the election, then the war would be P rolo ^ ed * 
Secondly, we wonder whether the U. S. wanted to put an end to the war 
and sign an overall agreement by October the 15th. So you should choose 
one of these two directions. If you choose the first alterna ive lutely 

we would conduct the negotiation in another way. n 

carry on our struggle until we achieve our fundamental national rig . 

Tf vou choose the second alternative, then we are also prepared t 
“Jh you seek a seek a settlement and to seek to find out rapidly a 
settlement acceptable, satisfactory, to both sides. And there is not 
much time left. If you choose the second alternative t en er f * s 
much time left and it is time now we should join effort and decide 
schedule of the negotiation, for really straightforward forthcommg 
talks. We should put forth our proposal to settle the p 
expeditious way. 

Whatever the alternative you choose, we are prepared. Therefore 
we would like to know Mr. Special Advisor's views on th is q, testicm i 
a. clearcut way. I think we should discuss this question fi . • 

we should decide a schedule of negotiations, the way t0 ^“^s ^closely ’ 
and the content of the negotiations, because these two q 

linked to each other. 

t 

Kissinger- Let me answer the Special Advisor. First, I would like to 
repea t I said at the last meeting. We want a settlement as quickly 
as possible, on a basis acceptable to both sides. W a sai 
election is as follows. The election has become, partly as a result 

your friends in America and partly as a result of your ac 

y . . ... , „ ipi,; _ : a a fact* we have not made it so. 

r,i f»hi <; cite on the war m Vietnam. This is a iact, -wc nav 

plebisci week's TIME Magazine or today's 

It is also the case, if you read this weex s & 
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Herald Tribune, that the President is supported in his conduct of the 
war by a majority of three or four to one. I therefore want to say 
that the election is not a reason for us to make a settlement. We make 
a settlement because we believe that the time is right, that there has 
been enough suffering, and that the reasonable objectives of both sides 
can be achieved in negotiation. 

It is also a fact -- and I am simply describing reality -- that after 
the election we will be occupied for four to six weeks in reorganizing 
our government. We will change many of our top personnel, and 
inevitably the President and to some extent I will be occupied with this 
responsibility. So this will enforce a delay. 

Secondly, you remember yourself that after a new President is 
elected he has a very great popular support. And there will be no 
public pressures for us to deal with this issue. On the contrary, 
he will have a great deal of public support for any course he will want 

to take. 

But this is an academic question. I am not threatening you, Mr. 

Special Advisor. For three years you and I, I on behalf of the President, 
you on behalf of your Politburo, have seriously attempted to make peace. 

We know each other too well to realize that we cannot deal with each 
other on the basis of threats. And therefore I can assure you we would 
like to settle the war quickly. I am prepared to come back here again 
very shortly, for three days, or four days if necessary. And we are 
prepared to adopt an expeditious handling of the negotiations. 

On the other hand, if this is our intention we must be realistic. 

And realistically, we have a very big task ahead of us. Up to now we 
have been exchanging abstract documents. We agree on some points 
and we disagree on other points. Even on the points where we think 
we agree there are many nuances of difference. Even on the points 
where we think we agree without differences in language, we have never 
really spelled out the implementation. And then of course there are 
some points where we don't agree at all. So this is a very big task we have. 
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Now, in order to finish quickly, two things at least are needed. 

First, the intention to settle quickly. Second, the elaboration of 
conditions which lend themselves to be implemented quickly. We 
have the intention to settle quickly. But let me say a word about the 
terms. And I will speak frankly because we haven't enough time any 
more to beat . . . to be complex. I know the Special Advisor believes 
that we can do anything in Saigon that we want. Unfortunately, I have 
never met a Vietnamese who is easy to push around. 

Le Due Tho ; [Laughs] That is something very strange indeed. 

Kissinger: It is a national characteristic, for which I respect you. 

Le Due Tho : Our characteristics are different from those of South 
Vietnam, and Nguyen Van Thieu. 

Kissinger: We will discuss that more when we have some time. To 
some extent they are different. But extreme stubbornness is common 
to both. [Tho laughs. ] You may not believe this, but I did not have 
at all an easy time on my visit to Saigon or in the period afterward. 

And I tell you frankly that some of the proposals we made the last time 
did not have the full approval of the Saigon Administration. 

Now the reason I mention it is as follows. You had an experience in 
1968, in a much simpler situation, where an agreement between you and 
us was delayed for months in implementation because of difficulties that 
existed elsewhere. So the problem is that if you are too ambitious in 
your demands, first it is doubtful that we will accept them, at least quickly, 
or at all. And secondly, there will be months before the whole negotiation 

can be completed. I am talking abstractly. 

But let me say three things that I believe have to be done now: 

First, we have to reach basic agreement on each of the major issues. 
And this means not only agreements in principle but precise language on 
which we . . . which we can then write down. And after we have the 
precise language we have to decide which forum should handle it. 
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Second, after we have agreed on the wording of these points we 
should agree in some cases on the precise implementation. To show 
our good will we have brought along some precise implementation 
papers for four of the points. We also have to decide to which forum 

they should go. 

Thirdly, of course, we have to settle the issue which most divides 
us, which is the political issue. 

Now, can the whole thing be settled by October 15? And only the 
issue between us? I frankly do not know. I am prepared to work rapidly. 
The more quickly we agree among each other the more quickly we can 
open the other forums, and then the more quickly we can settle it. There 
will be no delays from our side. If we could settle this war in October 
in all the forums we would think that we have achieved a very great and 

historic thing. 

That is my concrete answer to the Special Advisor. 

Le Due Tho: Let me speak. Last time I have expressed my views in 
connection to the election in the United States. You and we have decided 
to leave aside this question, because the Presidential elections in the 
United States is a question decided by the American people and not by 
the Vietnamese people. The American people go to the poll, and not the 
Vietnamese. Therefore in this question you have said and we have 
decided to put this question aside. 

As for us, during the last few meetings we have repeatedly said 
that we come here with good will and serious intent. But the question 
of settlement does not depend solely on us. It depends on you too. 
Therefore, if you come here with good will and serious intent only in 
this way can we reach settlement. As far as you are concerned, as you 
said, the situation is ripe, and if you are prepared for a quick settlemen 
we are prepared too. And I agree with you too that if we can settle 
the problem in October it would be a historic event, and we agree with 
you to settle the problem in that month. 
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I would like to ascertain whether you are prepared to settle the 
problem within the month of October. If so. we are prepared to do 

this too. 

Kissinger: Yes, we are prepared to do this in the month of October^ 

Of cours*e it depends on whether we can agree on the condemns. But 
we are here to approach it with the attitude of settling it in October. 

T.e Due Tho: If you decide to settle the problem within the month of 
October we agree with you to do that. 

Since we have agreed on that point, of settling the problem in 
October, we would now propose a schedule to conduct the negotiations 
and a way to conduct the negotiations, so that we can agree on that 

question. 

From now to early October 1972, at this forum we should have 
agreed at this forum on the questions mentioned in our 10 points and 
in your 10 points. And this agreement at this forum will serve as a 
basis for the other forums to rapidly reach an agreement and to 
proceed to the signing of agreements. This schedule is ted to your 
visit to Hanoi. If we can agree by early October then we shall 
and arrange your visit to Hanoi, because these two questions are related. 

Then from early October to around about October the l5th “ ' S 
later, then we shall complete all the settlement, an overall settlem , 
and then the overall agreement would be signed to end the war. If this 
schedule is agreed to, then in our view our talk here on ^ e P^ ei ^ er 
and 27, these two days, have very decisive character. We hav p 
forward this schedule. I wonder whethery you agree to it or not. 

Kissinger: Well, of course the Special Advisor is a great theoretician 
and he ^Talking In very general terms. As I said before no dates will 
do us any good if we don't come to an agreement. But let us be precise. 

I can stay through tomorrow. The earliest date after that at which I 
could come back would be October 5 - although that would deprive 
Ambassador Porter of the Minister, and I can barely take that responsibility 
[XuanThuy smiles.] [To Xuan Thuy:] The 5th is a Thursday. He always 

asks for you. 
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Xuan Thuy: I know. 

Kissinger: So I could come back, and stay three, if necessary four, 
days. Assuming we finish our work by then, which would be say 
the 7th of October -- of course I am prepared to finish our work this 
time but I want to be realistic -- if we finish our work by October 7th 
we cln then open the forums the following week. That still give us the 

month of October to complete the work. 

I want to tell the Special Advisor another thing. I have made 
preparations so that my Deputy, General Haig, can leave for Saig ° n 
as soon as I return, in case we make significant progress and no 
time is wasted. So I would then propose that between this time and 
the next time I come here my Deputy will have been in Saigon and we 
can make a big step forward. But this will be justified only if we 
make a big step on this trip, in this negotiation. So I think our 
schedule is not so different. I think if I understood the Special 
Advisor, we might be able to finish by the end of my next visit 

Now may I ask the Special Advisor a question. He mentioned 

something about a visit by me to Hanoi. Of course I am assuming 

that the Special Advisor will be there; I would hate to be there alone. 

Le Due Tho: Please finish your idea. Then I will answer. 

/ 

Kissinger: My question is -when should this trip take place? Should it 
take place after everything is finished, in which case it would only 
have ceremonial nature? Or should it take place before c«ctad£ 
our agreements here? Or should it take place 

our agreements but before the other forums open? And finally, a. Y 
thinking of a secret trip or a public trip? Of course a secret trip would 
be announced afterward. Could you answer those questions? 

T,e Due Tho: Let me speak first about the schedule. ^ You spoke of my 
proposal on the schedule as something academic or ^oretical but i 
is a practical question and it shows our desire to settle. [ 

this schedule for an exchange of views, so you have made a counter 

proposal. 


V; 
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Kissinger: I have made a specific proposal, which is realistic in 
terms of my own schedule# 

T. e Duc T ho: I think your schedule is all right. Because »e should 
reach basic agreement at this forum at the end of your next visit here, 
from October the 5th to October the 7th. 

Kissinger: I would a little prefer from the 6th to the 8th if that is 
equally T ^venient for the Special Advisor, but I will adjust it to suit 

him. 


T,e Due Tho: That's all right. If we can come to agreement on all ^ 
questions and then the work at the other forum will be rapid, we will 
deal with our ally and you with yours. Then when the question is put 
forward at the other forum, then everything has been arranged and the 
settlement will be quick. And according to the schedule that you mention, 
I envisage that it would take two weeks and then everything will be over, 
but if it can be sooner, the better. But that will need your efforts and 

ours too. 

Kissinger: It depends ... I want to be honest with the Special Advisor. 
It depends on the terms. There are some terms in which it can be _ 
done in two weeks. There are other terms in which it can t be done m 

two months. If you ask somebody to commit suicide, he has no reason 

/* 

for accepting. 

Le Duc Tho [laughs]: Therefore you should be reasonable and we, we 
should make an effort. 



Kissinger: I agree. 

De Duc Tho: And because if you put forward excessive demands, then 
tt „m n*b ~. acceptable to us. Because W e have principles to abide by 
but we should show flexibility too. We cannot pass these limits. This 
is something I have frankly to tell you. 


is singer: We are both in the same position. But in principle if we 
treasonable settlement, then if we agree on the 7th, whether it's 
issible in two weeks or three weeks, we could spend the res o c o er 
i an overall settlement and certainly settle it by the end of October. 
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Le Due Tho: You mean everything would be over, you mean by that 
the end of the war, everything? 

Kissinger: If the Special Advisor and we agree here on the 7th or 8th of 
October, if we then open the other forums quickly, and if the terms are, 
as the Special Advisor said, reasonable, so that we can both speak to 
our allies, then the other forums should be able to finish their work by 
the end of October and the overall agreement is signed before November 1. 

This is our, a possible, program. 

What does the Special Advisor think about the trip to Hanoi? We don't 
have to take it; what we should do is what helps us end the war quickly. 
Because the Special Advisor has invited me in any event for after the war, 
so I'll have the pleasure of seeing Hanoi anyway. [Laughter] 

Le Due Tho; So I agree with Mr. Special Advisor. And I repeat here, 
from October the 6th to October the 8th, between us, Mr. Special Advisor 
and myself, we finish with this forum. Afterward the matters will be 
referred to the other forums and all the work will be over by the end 
of October. And if this schedule is adopted, then as concerning the way 
to conduct the negotiation, the way to conclude the agreements, the 
contents of the agreements, in all these matters we should make efforts, 

both sides. 

Kissinger: If there is a deadlock after we have agreed it might be 
necessary for the Special Advisor and me to meet to see whether we 
can resolve it. If the other forums have a deadlock. I would be willing 
to remain available and I hope the Special Advisor would be, to give 
impetus to the negotiations. 

Le Due Tho: I shall do the same. We agree to that, and both sides 
should make an effort and adopt a correct attitude, reasonable, logical 
terms acceptable to the other side, and no side should make coercion 
against the other side, and both sides should show good will to the other 

side. 

As to your visit to Hanoi, I think in this connection after we reach 
basic agreement between we two we can agree to your visiting Hanoi. 

But there is one point I would like to straightforwardly bring to your 
knowledged. I think your trip to Hanoi is something to be discussed 
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■with you. We should discuss how you will visit it, the program of 
your work there, the plan of your visit. I mean by program the items 
to be discussed between you and our other leaders. 


But there is still an important point I would like to tell you now. 

When we have reached basic agreement at this forum, then after we 
reach basic agreement at this forum we think that it is time for you . 
to stop the bombing and mining of North Vietnam. Because in our view 
whfn we reach basic agreement here, I think that the war has been 
settled in the main. Then when basic agreement on all questions have 
been reached, then we agree on your trip to Hanoi. But it would not be 
understandable to anyone when we have come to agreement and when 
you go to Hanoi and the bombardment against North Vietnam continues. 
The circumstances in our country are different from those of China 
and the Soviet Union when you visited those countries. Our people have 
fought against U.S. aggression and for national salvation for 10 years 
now, and the war is still going on. Hatred has not died down, and 
nevertheless we receive you a's a very important personality representing 
President Nixon. If the mining and bombing are not halted to create the 
suitable atmosphere for your reception, this sould constitute a great 

obstacle. 


% 

I have brought up this question very frankly and straightforward. 

It is the objective situation. This does not mean that we create difficulty 
for your trip to Hanoi. This is one point I brought up for your consideration 

and thinking. 

I sum up. Basic agreement having been reached between us both, and 
while the war is still going on and in the conditions you know, because a 
basic agreement have been reached between us both when you visit our 
country, if the bombing and mining is stopped then it is something goo , 
and the war is settled in the main by that time. And the bombardment 
against North Vietnam for the last few months constitutes a violation of 
an engagement made by the United States. You should have stopped the 
bombing before. And since we will have reached basic agreement when 
you visit Hanoi, then the bombing should be stopped. It will create some 

favorable atmosphere. 
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Kissinger: May I ask the Special Advisor, on the trip to Hanoi, I look 
at it as a~practical question. If it can make a contribution toward 
ending the war I am willing to do it. But if we have already settled 
the principal questions here, then why should I go to Hanoi? Why not 
wait then till we have the overall agreement signed and then go afterward? 

Then the war will be definitely over. 


Le Due Tho: In our view, when we have reached a basic agreement on 
major question herq then it will be favorable condition for your visit to 
Hanoi. Suppose now if you go to Hanoi and when you go out of the visit 
with no agreement at all, it would be unfavorable, disadvantageous, for 

both sides. 


Kissinger: I understand that, but if we have already reached an agreement 
then why should I go to Hanoi? 

Le Due Tho: If you go to Hanoi without achieving results then it would be 
disadvantageous for both sides. 

Kissinger: I understand this, and I am perfectly willing to reach agreement 
here. In fact, if we reach agreement here then maybe we ought to spend 
our time better spending the rest of the month here trying to implement it 

than spending a week going to Hanoi* 

Le Due Tho: Here there are two questions. First, if there are questions 
you feel you wanted to discuss in Hanoi, please put it out. Then Y,e s a 
consider it. But the second point is that we should settle all the major 
questions here and then the discussions in Hanoi it would be quicker and 
more certain, because if you go to Hanoi without reaching a settlement 
it would be disadvantageous for both sides. Or otherwise, i you ee 
that all the basic agreement has been reached here and we should continue 
to remain here to settle all questions and you no longer wanted to go to 
Hanoi, then it is up to you to decide. 

Kissinger: To me the trip to Hanoi is a practical matter. If it heips^to^ 
settle the issues I will be glad to go to Hanoi. If we have already se e 
the issues, then there is no point going to Hanoi, and then we shoul 
stay here and use our influence with the other forums. 
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Another possibility is -- and! am just trying to plan -- if on the 7th 
and 8th -we are nearly agreed, then we could decide to go to Hanoi and 
finish whatever little remains to be done to complete the agreement. So 
it is to us a practical question. . 

Le Due Tho: Let me ask you this question. If by October the 7th or 
the 8th on the major questions we have reached basic agreement in the 
main, then what question would you raise if you plan your trip to Hanoi? 

Kissinger: I don't think there are any major questions then to raise in 
Hanoi. 

Le Due Tho: So by October the 8th, after our discussion here, you will 
see whether you wanted to go to Hanoi. Or if then you feel what questions 
you had felt necessary to discuss in Hanoi, you will raise too and we 
shall see. Or if you feel you no longer want to go there, then it is up 
to you. So we shall decide this question. 

Kissinger: All right. It is a practical question. So as not to waste time 
on procedural issues, if we come to agreement either here or in Hanoi 
on the basic questions, do you envisage that we sign it, or announce it, 
or how do you envision it? 

Le Due Tho: In our view, if we reached basic agreement here the matters 
would be referred to the four parties at Kleber Street to sign the agree- 
ment. And there will be two documents to be signed, one by the DRV and 
the U.S. and the other by the four parties at the Kleber conference. 

Kissinger: But do we announce that an agreement has been reached, or what? 

Le Due Tho: We shall see how you envisage this question, but in our view, 
after we reach basic agreement here we will exchange views with our ally 
and you with your ally. And then there are two documents to be signed, 
one by the DRV and the U. S. and the other by the four parties at the 
Paris conference, and the four parties will sign the documents agreed 
upon by us here. Besides, there are a number of documents on concrete 
provisions, subordinated to the 10 points. One is the protocol on the 
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troop withdrawal mentioned in Point 2; the release of peoples of the 
parties captured during the war, mentioned in Point 3; the implementa- 
tion of the ceasefire in South Vietnam mentioned in Point 8; the 
international control and supervision mentioned in Point 9. We think 
that in this connection on these questions the.experts on the two sides 
will study and prepare the above-mentioned documents, so that the two 
sides may approve the documents more quickly. Particularly the 
decision on the question of ceasefire -- we only decide on the main 
points; as to the details, then this will be discussed later. This is how 

we envisage the problem. 


As to the signing of the agreement, we are still thinking on that 
question -- the matter of who will sign, at what level. We shall discuss 
this later. Or if you have any idea on this, please let us know. 


Kissinger: We are also thinking about who is to sign the final agreement. 
But let me make this specific proposal, because this is a procedure that 
for us has worked elsewhere. • Assuming the Special Advisor and we 
achieve agreement on the 7th and 8th on the 10 points or whatever, we 
should then announce within a couple of days after that, say Tuesday or 
Wednesday, that agreement in principle has been reached on the following 
points and that now Avenue Kleber is now directed to work to implement 
these principles. This will enable us to give very concrete directives to 
our bureaucracy. And it will create a very definite reality for our allies. 
We can just call this a working document, and the Special Advisor and 
I can initial it. Then after the Avenue Kleber forum is finished, then 
we will have a formal agreement and a number of technical annexes, 
and they will be signed in the normal way as treaties are signed. 


But if we don't publish our 10 principles -- or whatever it is 
10 points -- that we have agreed on, then the work of Avenue Kleber 
will be very slow because it will be hard for them to know what they 
are talking about. In fact, I would propose that if we agree on a working 
paper and if Avenue Kleber opens for serious work, that then in any 
event the Special Advisor and I meet two weeks afterward to review wl *ere 
we stand. Even if there is no major disagreement, just to see that thing 
are working smoothly. Because then we have an obligation, the Special 
Advisor and I, to see to it that we come to a successful result. 
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T * Due Tho- We have put forward a way to conduct negotiations and to^ ^ 
conclude agreements, and the documents to be signed. Now you have made 
a counter-proposal. We shall study it and we shall answer you Wer 
Because primarily we think that our proposal is logical. We think 
when we reach basic agreement here the matter will be referred to the 
Kleber Street conference, and whenever things will be settled then w 
shall proceed to the signing of documents. 

Kissinger: But we announce that we have reached agreement here? 

Tie Due Tho: I think that when we reach basic agreement herejmd the 
matter wilfbe referred to the Avenue Kleber forum, to make the 
negotiation more rapid we think that our experts should study and prepare 
the documents to be signed and then refer it to Avenue Kleber. 

Kissinger: I agree with that; that is no problem. But when we reach 
an agreem ent here do we announce that we have reached agreement, or 
do we just open up Kleber without announcing anything? 

T,e Due Tho : We shall consider this question and answer you later. 
Kissinger: All right. 


Xuan Thuy: May I ask you one question? You spoke that at the signing 
of the agreements at Kleber Street you said that the document will e 
signed a's it is usually done for the signing of other treaties. Do you 
intend who will sign the agreement? 




Kissinger: We haven't considered that question yet. 

Tie Due Tho: It is what we are thinking now. Let us exchange views on 
that matter* 


Kissinger: Yes, we will come to an agreement on that question. It will 
not delay us. Have you any ideas? 


Cuan Thuy: Because you said that the agreement will be signed as it is 
is ually 'doue for other agreements. Therefore, I thought you had an idea 

ibout it. 
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Kissinger* I have no precise idea. I -would welcome yours. After 
everything else we have discussed, this will be the easiest question 
we will have. Maybe by Foreign Ministers? 

Le Due Tho : It would be good if the Foreign Ministers of the four 
parties will come to sign, 

Kissinger; We will consider it. I think the Special Advisor and I 
ought to sign it. 

Le Due Tho : We shall consider that. 

Kissinger: In blood, [laughter] 

Le Due Tho: As to signing by you and myself, we shall consider it and 
we shall answer you later. I think it is advisable to consider your views 
that the four Foreign ministers will come to sign the overall agreemen . 
Because the Vietnam problem is an important problem and a historical 
problem relating not only to Vietnam but to the rest of the world. 

Kissinger: We have to consider it. This was thinking out loud. 

Le Due Tho : I intended to raise the same question you and I think your 
thinking is right. 

Kissinger: It's not excluded. 

* 

Le Due Tho: As to the signing of the document by you and myself, 
we shall consider that. 

Kissinger: I want to explain what I have in mind. As for the agreement, 
this would not be a formal legal treaty, just a working docurnent. e 
did this in the strategic arms talks with the Soviet Union. This was a 
document setting forth the direction of the negotiations from now on. 
Then the actual treaty was signed, in the case of the strategic arms 
talks, by the President and General Secretary Brezhnev. So this could 
be a published unsigned paper, or just initial it. On our side, it woul 
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make it easier and faster to give directions to the bureaucracy. But 
we can handle it. Because if we tell them to work quickly we have to 
tell them why, and then we have to show them the paper anyway. But 
you give us an answer whenever you are ready, no hurry. 

3 ,n 
t 

Le Due Tho; We shall answer you. 

Kissinger: Good. 

Le Due Tho : Now let us sum up. So we have agreed on a schedule to 
settle all the problems, to reach an overall agreement and to end the 
war by the end of October 1972. We have agreed that we shall meet 
again on October the 6th, 7th, and 8th to reach basic agreement on all 
problems. After we reach basic agreement on all problems on October 6th, 
7th, and 8th, the question of your visit to Hanoi will be discussed, whether 
it is necessary to go to Hanoi or it is not. We shall discuss and decide 
it then. And if you go to Hanoi, then we shall discuss the conditions of 
your visit, the program of your work in Hanoi, the way you go there. 

And after we reach a basic .... 

Kissinger: But you won’t make my family come and get me if I go? 

[Laughter] 

Le Due Tho: . . . agreement here then our experts will work out the 
details. And when the documents have been prepared, the 10 points, the 
annex documents have been prepared, then we have the responsibility on 
us to exchange views with our ally and you with your allies, and after 
everything 1 s done then it will be brought up to Kleber Street for the four 
parties to sign and to implement. The experts on the two sides begin their 
work after October the 8th when we reach basic agreement here. So that 
the overall agreement may be signed by the end of October 1972. As to 
the signing of the documents, after we reach basic agreement, the question 
you raised about you signing the documents and myself signing the documents, 
I shall answer later. Probably I shall answer next time when we meet again. 

Kissinger: You mean tomorrow? 
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Le Due Tho: Tomorrow if possible; if not, October the 6th. 


Kissinger: That’s fine. 

Le Due Tho: Because if we come to agreement there is enought time. 

Kissinger: It would help me if you can’t answer me tomorrow if perhaps 
you can answer me in the interval, because I think the President w ul 

like to know. Just send me a message. 

Le Due Tho: It is possible. 

Kissinger: Two points, one minor and one more important. 

Le Due Tho : Let me finish. 

Kissinger: Oh, excuse me. 

T .e Due Tho : As to the signing by the four parties, 

and the annex documents have been prepared on the p 

annex documents have been prepared, then it can be r eferre o 

parties to sign the agreement. And I agree with you that the four Foreig 

Ministers will sign the agreement. 

Kissinger: I wasn't proposing it; I was just thinking out loud. I haven’t 
discussed it with anyone yet. 

Le Due Tho: It is your thinking but it is our proposal. So I have summed 
up the views we have exchanged so far. Is it correct? 

Kissinger: It is a correct statement, but I would lihe to clarify one 
point ^ -l ^o points, one is minor. TT>e Special Advisor said we would 

meet the 6th, 7th and 8th, which I proposed. If he ™°*l d d ° ™ c * dar 
courtesy when I come back of letting me check the President s calen , 

and maybe making it the 5th , 6th and 7th B let him know 

But if he will do me the courtesy of letting me cnecK 

within two days. If you don't mind. 
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Le Due Tho: I agree. 

Kissinger: I will let you know before the end of this week. 

Now secondly, I have a little trouble understanding that one procedural 
point After the Special Advisor and I agree here, then my understanding 
wa s t’haf L agreements wili be referred to the other forums as well as to 
Avenue Kleber. But I think I heard the Special Advisor keep saying i 
will he referred to the experts. I don't understand quite what he means by 

that. 

Le Due Tho: This is my intention. I declare it for you. My intention is 
to insure the schedule we have agreed upon and to insure the quick 
settlement. When the basic agreement has been reached between you and 
I and in the course of reaching the basic agreement, you will talk to 

your ally and I to mine, and we can see that we can reach overall agreem t 

on all the 10 points. Then when we reach basic agreement you will appoint 
a number of experts and we will do the same, to discuss the concrete 
points, the details, and annex documents. 

Kissinger: You mean American experts? 

Le Due Tho : American experts. And agree on everything. When 
everything has been agreed to then we refer to Avenue Kleber and t 
the signing will be quick. In the course of the discussions Y 
experts and our experts, we keep on talking to our allies. Then afte 
agreement maybe the Kleber conference will have to take one or tw 
sessions to finish the work. I think this way of doing it 1 q 

Ki ssineer* Well first of all, the Minister and Ambassador Porter can 
SS in two sessions. Each of them needs that much time to crttxctze 

the other. [Laughter] 

Xuan Thuy: If Ambassador will not continue his language I am prepared 
to settle everything very quickly. 

Kissinger: He's been waiting for you for two months. H f ' ^ a ^ bl g 

stack of speeches ready for you. But let's forget about that. ® 

this means, in effect, that you are dropping your procedural documen . 
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Le Due Tho: Because of the schedule, and to insure the timing of the 
schedule, we have changed a little the procedure of negotiating for a 
quick negotiation and quick settlement. 


Kissinger: I don't think that will be a good procedure. I don't insist 
on every forum the Special Advisor mentioned. For example, I 
think the third forum. . . I've never understood what that is supposed 
to do. But I think we have to maintain the Avenue Kleber forum and I 
think it is in your interest to maintain the second forum where the NLF 
or PRG, whatever you call it, is talking to the Saigon administration 
or GVN, whatever we want to call it. 


Now, the Avenue Kleber forum can create experts if they want to, 
and we would strongly support this. One reason why I think a working 
document between you and us to be published would be desirable is because 
it would create in everybody's mind an expectation that there would be 
an agreement, and a working to achieve the agreement. And then we can 
have these other forums. And if you and we agree -- obviously if the 
terms are reasonable -- we will use our influence to get it done, and the 
Special Advisor and I can meet, if necessary, once a week to see that it 
is getting done. Once we have an agreement we will do our best to see 
that it is implemented. 

Le Due Tho: I think that after we reach basic agreement we should also 
discuss concrete points so when the other forums are open they will 
discuss implementation. 


Kissinger: We have brought along some concrete papers, some specific 
documents on implementation of certain points. We can discuss them and 
these can then be the terms of reference of the other forums. 


Le Due Tho: We shall have further discussion of that point tomorrow, 
to see which method will be better and will insure quicker results. 


Kissinger: All right. 

Le Due Tho: As. to the three-party forum, maybe after the ceasefire 
this forum will be open. 


* 
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Kissinger: That's fine. 

Le Due Tho: We can decide some time after the ceasefire, because 
there are many problems to discuss: the questions of relations 
between North and South, the question of reunification, the question 

of DMZ. 

Kissinger: After the ceasefire. That would not be a bad time to open it. 

Le Due Tho : After the ceasefire. To save time. 

Kissinger: We have to have some understandings about the DMZ before, 
but the implementation can be decided in the three -party forum after 
the ceasefire. 

Le Due Tho: We can exchange views on that, but this is a question 
concerning the three parties. 

Kissinger: That's in principle agreeable to us. 

Le Due Tho: Have you anything else to add? 

Kissinger: Only one other minor question. If we should think of this 
trip to Hanoi, just so I can prepare myself for the next meeting, are 
you thinking of making it an open trip or a secret trip? 

Le Due Tho: According to us, at the beginning -- it is my preliminary 
thinking -- it should be secret, and when you are there we shall consider 
whether it will be kept secret or it will be announced. But if it is not 
announced you will announce it! 

Kissinger: [Laughs] I am not all that eager. Some of our friends will not 
be overjoyed if I visit Hanoi. I agree if we go we should go secretly, and 
then by common agreement announce it at a specified time afterward. 

Le Due Tho: We shall consider your views. Probably the next time we 
shall decide that. • 

Kissinger : Yes. All right. I think we have settled all procedural questions. 
Le Due Tho: Let us have a little break. 


Kissinger: Good. 
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[The meeting broke at 12:36 p. m. Dr. Kissinger's party con- 
ferred outside in the garden and the North Vietnamese withdrew upstairs. 
After about 15 minutes the chef brought snacks into the meeting room -- 
including sausage-like rolls ( cha gio, or nem ), fruit, and white wine. 

Dr. Kissinger's party returned to the meeting room and ate, and were 
joined soon afterward by the Special Advisor and the Minister, ] 

[They discussed a possible visit by Dr. Kissinger to Hanoi. 

Dr. Kissinger asked whether Le Due Tho lives in a house or an apartment 
in Hanoi. Le Due Tho said, "In a house. " Tho added that it would be 
hard to get to his house with the bridges out, and that Dr. Kissinger 
would have to come over a pontoon bridge! Dr. Kissinger laughed, 
commenting that the Special Advisor never spoke a sentence without 
making a point. ] 

[They then discussed a visit by Xuan Thuy and Le Due Tho to the 
U.S. "Where should I go?" Xuan Thuy asked. Dr. Kissinger replied, 

"We should send you to Arizona. It's hot and dry. It'll be good for you. " 
"But it's desert there; I'll be alone, " Xuan Thuy said. "We'll send 

Ambassador Porter to join you," Dr. Kissinger replied. ] 

% 

[The subject of earlier, private negotiations with Ambassador 
Harriman came up, and the North Vietnamese! asked what Harriman was 
doing now. Actually he was not doing very much, Dr. Kissinger said. 

He had just married a much younger woman. Dr. Kissinger had thought 
this would tire Harriman out, but Harriman was still attacking Dr. Kissinger 
as vigorously as ever. Le Due Tho doubled over in laughter. ] 

* 

[The meeting resumed at 1:30 p. m. ] 

Le Due Tho: Now let me speak about the content of the settlement. 

Dr, Kissinger: Good, 

Le Due Tho : Let me speak about the content of the settlement and then we 
shall take up question by question to see on which points we have reached 
agreement and on which points we still differ. And then this afternoon we 
shall agree on some points and the remaining will be discussed tomorrow 
so as to reach an agreement. 
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Before going into the political problem of South Vietnam, the 
main question of a settlement in the Vietnam problem, we would like 
to reaffirm the principle of respect for the Vietnam people's funda- 
mental right, that is the independence, sovereignty, unity and territorial 
integrity of Vietnam. This principle in your 10 points -- your 10 points 
have omitted in connection with this principle the word "unity," and the 
formulation is not so concrete. Therefore we propose the following 
formulation: "TheU.S. will respect the independence, the sovereignty, 
the unity and the territorial integrity of Vietnam as recognized by the 
1954 Geneva Agreement on Vietnam. " We add. . . 


Dr. Kissinger: That's what you already had. 

Le Due Tho: "The U.S. will not intervene in any form in the internal 
affairs of Vietnam, will not use force or the threat of force against both 

South and North Vietnam. " 

Dr. Kissinger: That's your new Point 1. 

Le Due Tho: Right. Now, regarding the political problem of South 
Vietnam. Last time you already said that you recognized the reality of 
South Vietnam, that in South Vietnam there are two administrations, two 
gujnies and two main political forces. But in practice, in your document, 
we see that you avoid to speak of the Provisional Revolutionary Govern- 
ment; you only speak of the National Front for Liberation. In South 
Vietnam there are actually the PRG and the NLF. These are two different 
bodies, two organizations of different character. I think that you should 
not be confused in connection with these two organizations, and you should 
not deny the role of the PRG. And you should not consider the PRG as 
like the other political forces in South Vietnam, that is, that the PRG is 
not a government. This is something that is not correct. You explain 
that we should not engage in a debate on the denomination, but it is not 
merely a question of the name, of denomination; this is a question of 
principle. 

As far as we are concerned, we have proposed that these two 
administrations, these two armies, are equal to each other. That is a 
concession of ours. Therefore, you should realize that point very clearly 
and bring about a correct, reasonable and logical solution. In the 
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document to be signed, the official name of each party should be used. 
That does not mean recognition jle jure, or legal recognition of it. The 
1954 Geneva Agreement on Vietnam and the 1962 Geneva Conference 


on Laos did the same* 


■* ^ 

Now, regarding the question of election in South Vietnam. You 
propose to organize a Presidential election and the new President will 
form a new government, and after the Presidential election then the 
constitution of Saigon will be amended. So in the main you still maintain 
that the elections would be organized in the framework of the Saigon 
Administration, the Saigon institutions. We feel that such elections 
cannot be genuinely free and democratic which would allow the South 
Vietnam people to decide themselves their political future. It cannot 
be considered as a free election aimed at eliminating all unfair advan- 
tages of the present Saigon leaders and not giving victory for any poli- 
tical force of South Vietnam as you say. 


You said that you will not predetermine the will of the South Viet- 
nam people, but your intention to organize in such a way is to impose on 
all South Vietnam a political regime in accordance with the Saigon 
constitution. That is the reason why we are of the view that genuinely 
free and democratic general elections should elect a constituent 
assembly, and this constituent assembly will be really representative 
of the people, and this assembly will work out a constitution and set up 
the definitive government of South Vietnam. Only such general elections 
can be genuinely free and democratic, can really insure and fully insure 
the right to self-determination of the South Vietnam people. On the 
contrary, if it is decided now that the election will be a Presidential 
election and the President will form the government, then this would not 

be in keeping with real democracy. 

Now, regarding the respect for the democratic liberties and 
national concord of South Vietnam. Your proposal deals with this question 
in a very simple way, inadequate way, and inconcrete. You only spea 
of the enforcement of democratic liberties. So how do you envisage the 
meaning, the content of democratic liberties? And as for us, we clearly 
and concretely define the content of democratic liberties and how to 
implement democratic liberties and national concord and the broad union 
of the South Vietnamese people. And I think that we should not deal with 
this matter in a simple way as you do. This problem is very important 
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for the South Vietnam people, because the South Vietnam people have 
been living under a dictatorial and a fascistic regime. All their demo- 
cratic liberties have been ignored. Hatred and enmity among the 
parties are rife. Therefore, we should define this provision very 
concretely and very clearly. Only in doing so can we implement these 
provisions correctly, strictly. 


Now regarding the question of administration, power, in South 
Vietnam during the period from the restoration of peace to the forma- 
tion of the definitive government of South Vietnam. We would like now 
to clarify on some main points. You propose the formation of a 
Committee of National Reconciliation that would have the task to organize 
and to supervise the new presidential elections. Beside that there is. 
no other task. But you speak that the responsibilities, the task of this 
Committee of National Reconciliation is a question that can be discussed. 
But what do you envisage for this task? 


If the Committee of National Reconciliation proposed by you has 
no authority at all, then in the actual situation of South Vietnam where 
there are two administrations, two armies, two different regions, how 
can we insure the cessation of hostilities, how can we insure the restora- 
tion of democratic liberties, preserve lasting peace and implement 
national reconciliation and national concord? Which body will have 
enough authority to implement the political and military provisions of 
the signed agreement that we have mentioned, as we have envisaged as 
the task of the Government of National Concord in the proposal we have 
handed to you? If there is no such authoritative body, the situation of 
South Vietnam will continue to be chaotic; the two administrations and 
two armies will continue. Conflict, hatred and enmity instead of being 
wiped out will increase. The democratic liberties in South Vietnam will 
not be insured and that will result in the impossibility of preserving 
lasting peace or the implementation of genuine national concord and 
bringing about a stable situation to build up South Vietnam reflecting the 
aspirations and the will for peace, independence, democracy and national 

reconciliation, as you say. 


Therefore, when we propose the formation of a Provisional Govern- 
ment of National Concord with the three components while the two other 
administrations, the PRG and the Saigon administration, remain in 
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existence, this is a practical feature of the political situation of South 
Vietnam. And only such an authoritative government, with full power, 
can moderate these two administrations, and these two armies, and 
these three political forces. But we are very realistic; we recognize 
that the Provisional Revolutionary Government and the Saigon Adminis- 
tration will temporarily remain in existence and govern the regions 
respectively controlled by them during the period from the signing of 
the overall agreement to the formation of the definitive government of 
South Vietnam. That is the reason why we propose certain limitations 
to the internal power of the Provisional Government of National Concord, 

That power will cover only the implementation of the military and political 
provisions of the signed agreement. 

Dr. Kissinger: What else is there? [The other side discusses in Vietnamese.] 
Well, I will ask afterward. Please continue. 

Le Due Tho: Now, regarding the question of Nguyen Van Thieu's resigna- 
tion, we maintain our proposal that Nguyen Van Thieu will remain imme- 
diately after the conclusion of the overall agreement. 

Dr. Kissinger: Will remain? 

Le Due Tho: Will resign. We don't know why until now you have not 
answered this proposal regarding Nguyen Van Thieu's resignation. In our 
view the resignation of Nguyen Van Thieu is an important and indispensable 
question in the settlement of the Vietnam problem in the present political 
situation. And regarding this question of Nguyen Van Thieu's resignation, 
we have made concessions already. It is now time, please, to give a 
direct answer to this question. 

These are the political questions that need our discussion. 

Regarding the military questions. Now about the U.S. troop with- 
drawal: You proposed last time a period of three months; we also proposed 
a period of 45 days. I think that this period, 45 days, is long enough for 
the total withdrawal of U.S. troops and other troops from out of South 
Vietnam. There are not many U.S. ground troops left now. The U.S. 
air and naval forces can be withdrawn very rapidly. The shorter the 
period of military troop withdrawals, the sooner the release of U.S. 
captives. I don't know why you want to prolong this period to three months; 
the U.S. proposal is not suitable. 
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Now, regarding the question of U.S. military aid to the Saigon 
Administration, we maintain our point of view that if the U.S. completely 
ends its involvement it cannot continue to give military aid to the Saigon 
Administration after the ceasefire. In your 10 points you still maintain 
this question. That shows that the U.S. still wants to carry on its 
involvement in South Vietnam contrary to f'ur affirmation that you want 

to end it. 


Last time, you proposed that we should consider the question of 
military aid, the question of replacement of military weapons, in order 
to find out a solution, an agreement. We cannot put on the same footing 
the question of the DRV giving assistance to the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government and the question of the U.S. giving aid to the Saigon Adminis- 
tration, because the character of these two aids are different. But we a e 
into account your view, and in a desire to come to an agreement we agree 
to the following. We agree" to write down in the document that after the 
ceasefire, after the enforcement of ceasefire, the two South Vietnamese 
parties will not accept any military aid, any reinforcement of troops, 
advisors, military and technical personnel, weapons, munitions and war 
materiel into South Vietnam. The two South Vietnamese parses wiU agree 
at intervals on the replacement of weapons in accordance with the principle 

of equality. 

% ♦ 

Now regarding the question of Vietnamese armed forces in South 
Vietnam, we maintain our views as have been mentioned in Point 10. The 
reason why we maintain this point we have expressed to you previously. 

The settlement of the question of Vietnamese armed forces m South Vietnam 
should be made in a spirit of equality and not in a spirit of -fairness-' as 
you proposed. The Provisional Government of National Concord will 
stimulate, will supervise, the implementation of the agreement between 
the two South Vietnamese parties regarding the question of Vietnamese 
armed forces in South Vietnam, and not the International Commission 

as you propose. 


Regarding the question of ceasefire, last time you said that 
President Nixon had accepted our stand regarding the question of ceasefire 
So we have reached agreement on this question. But why you don't write 

this question in the document? 
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Regarding the word "ceasefire." Previously, you used the word 
"standstill ceasefire;" now you use the word "general ceasefire." What 
is the reason for that change? In our view, starting from the actual 
military situation in South Vietnam, we think that a standstill ceasefire 
is the most realistic way, and this is moreover a question you have 

agreed to. 

Regarding the question of ceasefire in Laos and Cambodia, we 
have repeatedly expressed our views very clearly when we sepak of the 
questions existing between the three Indochinese countries. I will not 

repeat my statement again. 

Now, regarding the question of the U.S. shouldering the responsi- 
bility of healing the war wounds and the economic rehabilitation in the 
two zones of Vietnam. At the meeting of September 15 I have expressed 
my views in this connection and given you a document. Last summer you 
have also spoken about this question. So now please give a concrete 
answer to this question. I think the U.S. has to shoulder the responsibility 

in this connection. 

As to the signed document, if it is a problem for the United States, 
if the U.S. finds it difficult, we should find a form of signed documents 
suitable to the U.S. The U.S. and the DRVN will settle the question of 
the U.S. contribution to the DRVN; as to the U.S. contribution to South 
Vietnam, it will be settled by the two South Vietnamese parties with the 

United States. 

Regarding the question of the reunification of Vietnam, we have 
many points in common, but there remain some differences that :nwd 
solution. The U.S. is unwilling to mention the principle that Vietnam is 
one, the Vietnamese people is one, the military emarca ion a 

17th parallel as established by the 1954 Geneva Agreement on Vietnam 
is only provisional and not a political or territorial boundary. We don t 
understand why the United States is unwilling to commit to paper the one 
question that had been decided upon by the 1954 Geneva Agreement on 
Vietnam. I have on many occasions expressed our views on tins question. 

You yourself have said that you have no problem to reaffirm the Pj°^ onS 
of the 1954 Geneva Agreement on Vietnam. Therefore, e . . 
accept this principle. 
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Regarding the time for reunification, we think that later the two 
zones of North and South Vietnam will meet and discuss. We don't 
understand why you propose that the timing for the reunification will be 
decided upon "after a suitable interval following the signing of an overall 
agreement. " How you propose that -- I don't understand the reason why. 
I think that this formulation of yours is vague and not necessary. 


Regarding the question of international control and supervision, 
there are three questions on which we still differ. First, the composition 
of the international commission. In the three countries of the international 
commission, we propose India. I think that India is a neutral country; 
therefore this proposal is reasonable. But in order to achieve a quick 
solution to this problem, we propose that the international commission 
will be composed of four countries. 

Dr. Kissinger: Which? 

* 

Le Due Tho: Each side will propose two countries, and these countries 
should be agreeable to the other side. So you propose two countries, we 
propose two countries, and we shall agree upon which country. We 

shall discuss. 

/ 

Dr. Kissinger; I understand. 


Le Due Tho: Regarding the task of the international commission, we do 
not accept the U.S. proposal regarding the international control and 
supervision of the provision of Point 4 on the political problem of South 
Vietnam, and we do not accept the control and supervision of the inter- 
national commission on Point 5 regarding the Vietnamese armed forces 
in South Vietnam. Because these are internal matters of South Vietnam. 
The international commission cannot interfere in the internal affairs 
of South Vietnam. But regarding the question of a general election m 

South Vietnam, we agree to the supervision of the international commission 

« 

We also disagree with you on the international control and super- 
vision of the questions existing between the three Indochinese countries. 
Because this does not come under the competence of the Vietnam inter- 
national commission. Moreover, these questions concerning Laos and 
Cambodia, these questions should be decided by Laos and Cambodia, not 
only by us. And while carrying out its task, the international commission 
should respect the independence, the sovereignty of Vietnam and should 
not interfere in the internal affairs of Vietnam. 
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that there should he internati 8 internat ional commission 

it unnecessar^because therem^already^ha^^ ^ quesHon . Prevl . 

ouslTyoulid not raise this question; I don't know why you raise it now. 

Regarding the inherra^hi^”^^ Laos^nfT^ambodia ** 16 

fundamental national rig s a, romnetence of Laos and Cambodia. 

t his is a .-Hon th^t comes and Cambodian 

"“'theJe mfy be an international conference for the guarantee for 
the whole of Indochina. This is our private stand. 

Now, regarding the countries participating in the international 

guarantee and the form of the guam * art ies'. Now you 

that these * ^y the belligerent parties. " We disagree to the 

propose agreed upon J ties. " We think that our proposal is 

sutebll WeYave put forward a list of names of countries participating. 

W an kgl on thfs at least. We can write < «>w^e prrn i£ eh >ut 
I think that we can delay this question until after the signing 
overall agreement. It is up to you to decide. 

Now the last question I »ouW like m^speak 
existing between the three n ■ « “ To save time i will not repeat 

fatta' However I ^wan'to reaffirm once again that the peaceful settle- 

ment of'the Vietnam problem will . creat, » ‘^^f ^nTthat we 

settlement of the Lao and ^Wnn,se^B«y. cotmtries at 
settle the questions existing between problem, then we should 

the same time with a If we adopt this 

"ethod^enfte Tar ATl continue and be prolonged in the three Indochinese 
"ountrts until w e settle the problem. So you want it to go quickly, but 
in fact it is a slow advance. 

Therefore, the quickest wy U£ settle that 

before. The ®°° n ^ ^ question^ will be settled too. I have repeatedly 
the Laos and Cambodia q ,, Indochinese countries is 

Its ^ we settle the Vietnam problem with 
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you there is no reason that we should want the war to continue in the 
Indochinese countries. This is something very clear, very definite; 
there is no doubt in it, we can assure you so. We want to know your 
specific views on this question. 

As I have told you from the very be^xnning, it is time now we 
should engage in straightforward and forthcoming talks and put forward 
our proposals to settle the problem. We have proposed a schedule for 
the negotiation, and a way to conduct negotiations so as to insure the 
implementation of the schedule. We should settle the questions of the 
settlement so as to quickly settle the problem. Therefore, we have 
made an effort to put forward constructive proposals to narrow the 
differences, so as to rapidly come to agreement. I think you should 
have also a constructive proposal to respond to our reasonable logical 
proposals. Only in this way can we achieve significant progress and 
rapidly achieve agreement and implement the schedule we have agreed 
upon, and finally to put an end to the war in Vietnam and restore peace 
in Vietnam, which is beneficial to both sides. 

So today I have pointed out the points on which our views still 
differ. We can examine point by point, particularly the Point 4 regarding 
the political questions, and then we shall tackle the other points and to 
see other points of difference 'and to continue to discuss them tomorrow, 
so we can narrow our still great differences. 

I have finished. 



Kissinger: Thank-you, Mr. Special Advisor. You have, in fact, 

proposed a procedure very similar to the one we were proposing to 
adopt, which is to say, to go through the document point by point to 
see which adjustments can be made and what progress can be achieved. 

Now I had originally intended to hand you a new document. But I 
think it would be more efficient if I considered tonight some of your 
objections to see how many of them can be incorporated into the 
document, so we can make some real progress. So we don*t have to 
do it twice. So what I propose to do, Mr. Special Advisor, if that is 
agreeable to you, is to go through those points on which you have not 
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commented and leave the ones on -which you have commented for 
tomorrow morning* And to incorporate whatever we can into that* 
Is that agreeable with you? 


Le Due Tho : Agreed. 

Kissinger; Now let me sum up again what I believe our tasks are, 
regardless of where we stand on the points. 

First, we have to agree on the basic principles among each other. 
Second, we have to agree on the language, because even if we agree 
on principles it may be there are nuances of difference in the language. 

As you point out, for example, when you object to our word "fairness" 
and want the word "equality. " I am just pointing that out as an example, 
not arguing it. Because if we don't agree on the language the other forums 
are going to waste a great deal of time. 


Le Due Tho; Quite right. 

Kissinger: Thirdly, even when we have agreed on common principles 
and when we have agreed on language, it would be useful for this forum 

to agree on some specific measures of implementation, in order to speed 
up the work of the other forums. So when we speak, for example, of 
ceasefire and withdrawal and prisoners, we should have a precise schedule 
in mind and precise measures of what each side can and cannot do. Because 
only then would our agreements have any meaning. 

Now let me go through the various points with this in mind, and in 
some I will give you the language. And we will give you a total document 
tomorrow morning. I will incorporate some of the Special Advisor s 
comments tonight, but some of them he didn't talk about so I can talk 

about it now. 

At the last meeting, as at this meeting, the Special Advisor pointed 
out the absence of the reference to "unity" in our position. The trouble . . . 
our hesitation has been not that we are opposed to unity but the fact that, 
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as you know, realistically there has been no unity. But we are 
prepared to say that we will place no obstacles in the way of the 
unity of Vietnam, and that we will respect such unity once it exists, 
once it has been brought about according to the provisions of this 
agreement. 

Secondly, we are prepared to include a provision indicating 
that the United States will not interfere militarily or otherwise in 
the affairs of South Vietnam after the overall settlement is implemented. 

We will give you some precise language tomorrow morning, taking into 
account your comments today. But we accept those two principles. 

With respect to Point 2, this was not discussed by the Special 
Advisor, but at our last discussion he indicated that in your point 
when you referred to "technical personnel" you mean technical military 
personnel. We believe that this should be made clear and should be put 
into precise language. 

Now on Point 3, the prisoners. There is one important difference 
between your plan and ours. There is one point about which I can leave 
no doubt in your mind. The President will under no circumstances sign 
an agreement that leaves any American prisoners anywhere in Indochina 0 
There would be no support in America whatsoever for any agreement that 
made a distinction between American prisoners that are held in Vietnam 
and American prisoners that are held in Laos and Cambodia. Now the 
modalities by which this is achieved or the language that is used to express 
it is of course subject to negotiation. Whether your allies can be persuaded 


Le Due Tho: So you mean by that that there is a difference between 
reality and language? 

Kissinger: If we have assurances that all American prisoners held in 
Indochina will be returned as a result of the agreement, then we can 
negotiate about the language that expresses that reality. It is conceivable 
to me, for example -- and I am speaking here without precise authority, 
but if we want to make rapid progress I have to say things sometimes 
and then check it in Washington -- that your allies could turn over their 
prisoners to you and then you return all prisoners to us. 
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Le Due Tho: Please go on speaking, and we shall discuss. 

Kissinger: All right. Now we have prepared a paper for your considera- 
tion on how one might visualize the release of prisoners and withdrawal. 

I will hand you it. 

Le Due Tho; But at the same time you should also prepare written 
documents on the political questions and in concrete terms. 

Kissinger: You will have it tomorrow. I just want to take into account 
the Special Advisor's points. At the beginning of the meeting tomorrow 
I will give him an integrated document with all our views. 

This is a subsidiary document. We provide in this document 
that every two weeks over the three months of our withdrawal period 
one-sixth of the U. S. and allied forces will be withdrawn and one-sixth 
of the prisoners will be released, with the sick and wounded prisoners 
released first and the others in the order in which they were captured. 

Le Due Tho: So the period for the troop withdrawal will remain 
three months? 

Kissinger: Yes, for the time being. But if we settle every other issue 
I think we can find a compromise for this one. I think if we settle by 
November 1, there won't be too many Americans in Vietnam by the new 
year. 

Le Due Tho: Now since it is now time to settle the problem, so you should 
put forward any question you have in mind and we shall do the same and 
we should settle it. 

Kissinger: All right, this is the paper. [Hands over U.S. paper, 
"Withdrawal of Forces and Prisoner of War Releases, " Tab A. ] 

I will return to Point 4, the political point. Let me finish. 


TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 




•*r" 


DECLASSIFiEi)^ 
AMhort y/D jmKt 

By^NARA Dat e Oft /h! a, 


^Ol 


u... 


TOP S ECKL'l /S ENSITIVE 
EXCLU SIVELY EYES ONLY 


* ‘ 



I think on Point 5, Vietnamese armed forces, and our Point 7 on 
the Geneva Agreements, and Point 8 on Indochinese foreign policy, I 
think we are pretty close to agreement. I think when we give you concrete 
language tomorrow we can perhaps work out a concrete agreement. 

For example, I see that the Special Advisor makes a point of the difference 
between the word "fairness" and the word "equality" of Vietnamese armed 
forces. I shall consider that point tonight and respond tomorrow. 

Now as for the Point 6, reunification, the Special Advisor expressed 
some concern about the words "after a suitable interval. " I shall consider 
that point tonight and give him an answer first thing in the morning. 

On the point of the ceasefire, the Special Advisor would be more 
comfortable if we expressed our agreement that a ceasefire will be 
signed only after the overall agreement is achieved, rather than the 
general language that we have today. 

Le Due Tho: Standstill ceasefire. 

Kissinger: That's the second point, he's always impatient. He would have 
been a great capitalist; he banks everything he has immediately, draws 
interest on it and demands another deposit. [Laughter] 

Le Due Tho: But you are a better capitalist than I. 

Kissinger: I am a very poor capitalist; one cannot live on governmental 
salaries in Washington. So we will consider that first point, that is, 
specifying the time of the ceasefire and give you an answer on it tomorrow. 


If I understood the Special Advisor correctly, he wanted to have 
said, for example, that "when the overall agreement is signed, then the 
ceasefire will go into effect. " He wanted us to be more precise. 

Le Due Tho : Because this is a point on which we have agreed upon and 
we don't see it written in your document. 

[Mr. Lord confers with Dr. Kissinger.] 
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Kissinger: My colleagues always think that I don't understand things 
properly” We have constant revolution on my staff; they all want my 
job. You have been 21 bad influence on them* 

Tje puc Tho : Sometimes you have correctly understood but you don't 
want to commit it down on paper. 

Kissinger: I will consider it tonight, and no doubt when I/«Qect ^ ^ 
on the Special Advisor 1 s eloquence I will be very heavily influenc y 

it. 

Now on the word "general ceasefire." the phrase is the preference 
of our allies. Here is how we propose, here is my proposal for han lmg 
it Let me work out a separate paper tonight, which can be a supple- 
mentary paper to this document, which makes it very clear that we will 
define "general ceasefire" as a standstill ceasefire. 

Now, on Point 10, international supervision and guarantee, you 
are quite right. We differ as to the subjects that are to be international y 
controlled. We believe, for example, that the ceasefire must e 
internationally controlled, and some of the other military provisions. n 
I do not see any possibility as yet of bridging that. I know you agree to 
international control and supervision but you don't want an Internationa 

guarantee. 

Le Due Tho: Right. 

Kissinger: Yes, well, we agree then on the international control; we are 

not agreed yet on the international guarantee. This remains an issu 
be settled. 

As for your proposal that there should be four members, our 
thinking had gone along different lines. We were going to propose Indonesia 
as a replacement for India. But we would like to consider your prop 
of two members for each side, and let you know at our meeting o 
October 6th. It has possibilities. _ I don't know what our answer will be, 

but it's a constructive way of looking at it. 
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Now let me turn to the political issue. 

Clearly, there are important differences remaining between us 
on how to describe the future political process in South Vietnam. 

4 * . 

You say that a Provisional Government of National Concord of 
three eciual proportions should be established at the outset through 
agreement. It would conduct foreign policy, run the elections, and 
give instructions to subordinate organs of the two sides. I am just 
summing up the differences. We believe that a Committee of National 
Reconciliation representing three forces should be organized to insure 
genuinely fair and free elections, so that the Vietnamese could choose 
their definitive government. The existing government would not run 
the elections, and the present leaders would step down in advance. 

And therefore, we have answered the question of when President 
Thieu would resign. 

LeDucTho: But you have not mentioned the specific time for the 
resignation. 

Kissinger: But we have said this is subject to negotiation and we have 
indicated, it was offered, one month before the election. But we have 
also indicated we were prepared to consider as part of an overall 
settlement that this might be extended to two months. 

Le Due Tho: But our stands are still far apart in this connection of 
timing. 

Kissinger: I agree. I am just saying we have replied. 

Le Due Tho; You have not responded to us. 

Kissinger: We have not agreed but we have replied. 

You have said that the elections should be for a constituent 
assembly. We have said they should be for the Presidency, as you 
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pointed out, and that the future government should represent all forces 
in proportion to the votes they receive in the election, and that all 
forces should be eligible for all branches of government. 


We will consider whether the election can be broadened to go 
beyond the office of the Presidency. 

You believe that local areas should be administered throughout 
by three-segment bodies. We believe that they should be administered 
by who controls them de facto. 

Yfe have extensively discussed what our real differences are. 

We frankly believe the objective consequence of your position is to 
guarantee a takeover by your side. Unless you understand this you 
cannot understand what our concerns are. 


According to your proposal, the present government would change 
its personnel, its policy, and its negotiating delegation. All of this 
would be done without reciprocity, as an entrance price to negotiations, 
and while the war was still going on. 

After a ceasefire, the South Vietnamese army would be cut off 
from outside military aid while your side's forces would continue to 
receive assistance. 

Though I recognize you have answered this today. I made this 
point. before you spoke. But even with respect to this there is this 
problem. If I understand your proposal there is the right of unlimited 
supply to North Vietnam. 

Le Due Tho: It is right, because North Vietnam is a sovereign country. 

It has the right to receive foreign aid from countries, like all other 
countries. If now the country is prohibited aid to North Vietnam, it is 
the wrong way to propose a problem and we cannot accept that. North 
Vietnam has recognized the provisions of the Geneva Agreement prohibiting 
the establishment of foreign military bases, not joining any military 
alliance and not accepting the protection of foreign countries. 




TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 
EXCT.TTSIVELY EYES ONLY 


DECLASSi 
^ Authorit y Q j 

I B y_C^NARA Dale 



TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE 
EXC LUSIVELY EYES ONLY 


41 


Kissinger: No, but the problem is not that. It is a 20-year record that 
makes it clear that we have absolutely no way of knowing what moves 
from North Vietnam into South Vietnam. You moved over a hundred 
tanks from North Vietnam through Cambodia to An Loc this year and 
we had no idea you could do that. [Laughter]^ 

4 * 

Le Due Tho: If now we return to the discussion of this, it will take four 
years and the discussion will be endless. 

Kissinger: I'm just explaining the practical problem. If there is 
unlimited supply into North Vietnam and North Vietnam can then 
infiltrate that supply into South Vietnam, then it is a very inequitable 
solution. 

Le Due Tho : As I told you lately, it is not conforming to political reality 
and to morality to put on the same footing the question of the DRV 
giving aid to the PRG and the question of the United States giving aid to 
the Saigon Administration. But in order to quicken the agreement, we 
have accepted that the United States should refrain from giving military 
aid to the Saigon Administration and North Vietnam will refrain from 
giving military aid to the PRG. This is a great concession of ours, 
and we agree to write this provision down in the written document. 

Now, let me ask you one question. Now the Committee of National 
Reconciliation you propose has only the task regarding the elections only. 

But last time you said that the task of this committee can be discussed. 

So what is in your mind about the other tasks of this Committee of 
National Reconciliation? And I have put a number of questions regarding 
your proposal of a Committee of National Reconciliation? Please answer 
my questions. 

Kissinger: I understand. First I want to make a realistic point to the 
Special Advisor, because if we are going to settle rapidly we must avoid 
as much theory as possible and become very concrete. Now we both have 
allies. That is a fact. You may regret it, and we may regret some of 
your allies, but that is a fact we now have to deal with. We have told you 
we will not overthrow through our actions what is the existing administration 
in Saigon. But we are prepared to start a process in which, as a result 
of local forces, changes can occur, 
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Now these negotiations between us give us a practical problem. 

If we make too many sweeping proposals here, there is no possibility 
of getting any agreement in Saigon and therefore no possibility of 
getting a rapid agreement. I want to explain the situation, I am not 
arguing with you. But if your colleagues in Hanoi have to make decisions 
they should understand our position. I will answer your questions. I 
agree with you that we should not consider the election in making a 
settlement. But the only danger we face in the election is not from our 
opposition; the only danger we face in the election is if we are accused 
of betraying our allies. Dellinger is no problem to us; George Wallace 
is. I just want to explain the situation; I am not arguing it. 

Therefore, what I am willing to do is to make a few general 
formulations with you. And then I am willing to send my deputy to 
Saigon as soon as I return, Thursday or Friday night. Now you may 
say that the Committee of National Reconciliation as we have offered 
it is nothing, and that it's a charade. I can tell you it was four weeks 
of the most intense efforts, and even then we had to do certain things 
which are not strictly in conformity with what one usually does with 

allies. 

Now let me answer your question about the Committee. I believe 
it is possible to frame some language in a general way that would give 
the Committee certain functions in addition to the elections, such as 
helping to implement the agreement. And I listened with interest to 
what the Special Advisor had to say about this view and the Provisional 
Government's role in that connection, helping to resolve differences 
among the parties. But if we want to be practical it has to be spelled 
out in a somewhat general way, and the full details have to be left to 
the implementation. 

Let me say something in this connection which I sincerely 
beleve your colleagues have never fully understood in Hanoi -- if 
you will forgive me. Your colleagues have always concentrated on 
the juridical basis of the agreement, and you have tried to avoid 
escape clauses which would permit us to undo what we have agreed upon. 
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And I understand this, because you have had your experiences in 1954 
and in 1962. But what I have said to you often before I must say again. 
John Foster Dulles went into Indochina not because the agreement was 
badly drawn in Geneva. He would have gone into Indochina no matter 
what the agreement said, because this was the orientation of his policy. 
Because he was carrying out a policy of containment. In 1962 the 
existing administration would have involved itself in Indochina because 
its whole theory was, first, that you were carrying out the views of 
Khrushchev on global guerrilla war, and then the theories of Lin Piao 
on protracted war. [laughter] That is what Rostow and his colleagues 
thought in 1962, and that's why they went in, and no matter what the 
Geneva Agreement had said this would have happened. 

We have no such ideas. We know that you are acting for your own 
purposes and that you are almost as difficult for your friends as you 
are for your enemies. 


Once the war ends in Vietnam we have no intention of involving 
ourselves in this area. In a second administration for the President 
we want to continue the policies of conciliation that we have started. 
And my expectation would be that at the end of the second term, far 
from being in a position of hostility to Hanoi, we would be in a position 
of an increasingly friendly relationship. 


Take the case of the very recent past, of Bangladesh. We opposed 
the Indian invasion of what was then East Pakistan, and we used some 
very strong language in the United Nations. And we even moved our 
fleet into the Indian Ocean. And yet today, less than a year later, we 
are the largest single contributor of aid to Bangladesh. We gave more 
aid to Bangladesh than the whole rest of the world combined including 
the Soviet Union and including India. And in November we will send an 
economic mission to India to discuss how we can coordinate our aid m Bangla- 
desh. We do this because now that the conflict is over we are interested 
in a Bangladesh that is independent and that is developing itself, and we 
have no national interest there. And that will be our attitude toward 

Vietnam after the war. 
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All we want, in terms of our conception, is that we want Vietnam 
to be independent and prosperous and we do not want it to be the tool 
of other major countries. We don*t want it to be our tool. And 
therefore, as I have told you before, it is a historical absurdity that 
we are fighting each other, because we are. pot the long-term threat 
to your independence. 

But let us leave that philosophy aside. I say it, if I may say so, 
as much for your colleagues as for yourself. 

But it applies to the problem of reparation. If I wanted to protract 
these negotiations -- in fact if I wanted to end them -- I could let you 
go on making these proposals on reparations. The total American foreign 
aid bill for this year is $1.8 billion, for all the countries of the world 
together. You are asking for all of that for Vietnam. It doesn ! t matter 
what we agree to; Congress will never vote it. I state it as a fact, and 
you ask any of your American friends whether I am not telling you the 
truth. If we could end the war with money it would be the easiest way to 
do it. Secondly, it isn*t possible to write a specific sum or indemnity 
into the agreement. What we can do is to put a phrase into the agreement 
that we recognize the need for reconstruction of Indochina, or something 
like this, and to give you a private assurance that we will make a major 
effort. 

Now there* s one other thing that I have said to you once privately, 
but I will say again. You want two contradictory things: You want us 
to spend a lot of money for North Vietnam, but you want us to spend 
very little, in fact nothing, for South Vietnam. If you are worried about 
the American economic and military investment in South Vietnam, it 
is my judgment that under conditions of peace the amount of money 
Congress would be willing to appropriate for South Vietnam would be 
much less than the amount of money that is now going into South Vietnam. 

But I will do another formulation tonight of the functions of this 
Committee and submit it to you. I mean additional functions for the 
Committee. 
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Now one other point, about ceasefire. I can understand your 
argument that the whole solution for Laos and Cambodia cannot 
also be included in this negotiation. The entire political solution. I 
understand your argument. However, on the issue of a ceasefire, we 
cannot imagine how it is possible to end the war in Vietnam but let 
the war continue in Laos and Cambodia. So we think there should be 
at least a ceasefire, that the ceasefire should be extended into Laos 
and Cambodia. And since most of the Lao and Cambodian troops 
that fight against the governments seem to speak Vietnamese it 
should not be too difficult to transmit instructions to them. [Laughter] 

Xuan Thuy: Just like Americans speaking English. 

Kissinger: That’s right. We will give instructions to all troops in 
Indochina in the languages of this conference and see what happens. 
[Laughter] 

These are my answers to the Special Advisor's questions, and 
I would then propose that tomorrow I will hand him a document which 
is redrafted on the basis of his discussion today and my observations. 

But I am sure the Special Advisor has another paper here. He 
never fires all his cannons at once. [Laughter] What I want to know 
is has he got any more tanks in An Loc? 

t 

• • 

Le Due Tho: There are still tanks and ammunition, but the tanks and 
the ammunition in the negotiation have their limits, and after a certain 
moment we can't give any more tanks and ammunition. 

Kissinger: That's true for both of us. 

Le Due Tho : Let me express a few opinions. Then we shall break and 
meet again tomorrow. 

Mr. Special Advisor recalled the events of 1954 in Vietnam and 
the events of 1962 in Laos. Regarding these events our respective 
views greatly differ. We don't speak at length on these questions, to 
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save time, but I would like to remark that these events did not stem 
from the language of the agreement, whether they were concrete or 

inconcrete. 


Kissinger; I agree. 

Le Due Tho: But when we sign the agreement, the formulation of the pro- 
visions should be concrete and should help the implementation of the 
agreements and have a certain role in the implementation of the agreements. 
Otherwise, there is no use to sign agreements. Because a signed agree- 
ment should reflect not only the principles but also the concrete provisions 
for the implementation by the parties, and these provisions are also to be 
implemented. So it is these provisions should be concrete and explicit. 

Today I have pointed out many questions on which we still disagree. 
Mr. Special Advisor has just covered a number of these differences. So 
I would invite you to carefully consider my statement today and the questions 
I have put to you so that you may give clear answers tomorrow. And I 
shall do the same regarding your statement and I will answer you tomorrow. 


Kissinger; Good. 

Le Due Tho; Because for the question of the Committee of National 
Reconciliation alone there still remain many points to be discussed. 

Therefore, please carefully study my statements on the political questions 
on Vietnam. Not only the task of the body you proposed but also , the P ower ' 
the authority of the body. And in my statement I have referred to this p i 
regarding the organization of the Provisional Government of National Concord. 


I can say that today we have had discussions, forthcoming discussions 
but not yet at the level we wish to see. But at least it is the first step 
in the forthcoming and straightforward discussions we are holding here. 


Kissinger; I agree. 

Le Du e Tho; But I have not answered fully all your ideas. But it is 
the initial step on the way that we both put forward our proposa s. 
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Kissinger: You will get the other document. 

Le Due Tho: Please, the document you have not given me today, please 
give me now and I shall have a document to give you too. Tonight we 
shall consider each other's documents and tomorrow we shall explain. 

Kissinger: I would like to redo the material in the light of what the 
Special Advisor said today and give it to you first thing in the morning. 

Le Due Tho: All right, but if you have a document, even if you have not 
redone it, give it to me and I shall have a document to give you. 

Kissinger: The Special Advisor raised so many questions that I would like 
to answer, about the timing of ceasefire, the functions of the Committee of 
National Reconciliation, with respect to the elections other than for the 
Presidency, with respect to the words "fair" and "equal, " it would just be 

confusing. 

1 can give you some other documents, with respect to the functions 
of the Central Commission and its membership, which I will be glad 
to give you. But the one document I was going to give you . . . what I 
can give you is a document without Point 4, because I wanted to wait for 
our discussions, and which will have some of the weaknesses in the other 
points which the Special Advisor pointed out. It does have more detail on 
the first point, to meet his concern on unification, on unity. So if the 
Special Advisor would ... if this will help him I will be glad to give it 
to him. [Hands over "U.S. Proposal" at Tab B. ] 

Le Due Tho: So your card on Point 4 is still closed. 

Kissinger: I would rather not give you this document because it will 
just lead to confusion. I would much rather give you a new document in 
the morning. There is no point to proceed from this. 

Le Due Tho: Let us see. It is still incomplete. You wanted to amend it? 

Kissinger: I wanted to amend it. [Tho hands it back.] And really, I think 
you will be -- you won't be satisfied with the document tomorrow morning 
either; I don't want to raise your expectations -- but I can go over with you 
tomorrow morning first thing all the new elements in our proposal. 
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Le Due Tho: Now let me give you some ideas on the new document I 
shall give you. I would like to give you a new document of ours. And 
you should give it very serious consideration. We can say that it is 
our final document. I tell you that in a forthcoming and frank way. 

There are new elements in comparison with previous proposals, so that 
we both can come to an agreement. We have made new proposals and 
we have paid attention to the language of it. And so this shows our serious 
intent and good will -- giving you a document and not asking a document 
in return. 


Kissinger: I agree with you. 

Le Due Tho: So please consider it and tomorrow you will give us your 
answer. [Hands over DRV proposal at Tab C. ] 

I draw your attention to four points in this document. 

First, regarding the political questions, we still feel it is necessary 
to form a three- segment Provisional Government of National Concord in 
South Vietnam, with the task regarding the implementation of the military 
and political provisions of the signed agreements. This is a new and final 
proposal of ours. This new proposal is very logical and flexible. The 
essence of this new document is the maintenance of the two existing 
administrations with their name, their functions regarding internal affairs 
and their existing foreign relations, provided that this is not at variance 
with the provisions of the signed agreements. 


As to the Provisional Government of National Concord, it is a common 
body; it is aimed at implementing the pressing and indispensable task of 
implementing the military and political provisions of the signed agreements. 
Without such a body with such authority and power, without such an 
authoritative body, in a situation where there are two administrations, 
two armies, and two different regions, then it would be impossible to 
prevent the resumption of such a conflict. If with your proposal of the 
Committee for National Reconciliation without any authority at all, then 
the implementation of the signed agreement is insured, and with no 
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authority to prevent resumption of the conflict the situation will remain 
in chaos. It would be difficult to prevent the resumption of hostilities 
and it would be difficult to preserve lasting peace. This is our new 
proposal a very important one, aimed at achieving a rapid agreement 
between the two sides. You should positively respond to our proposal. 

The second point is regarding the U. S. troop withdrawal period. 

For the period proposed by you, we feel it is too long. Therefore, we 
maintain our stand, that is, a period of 45 days. 

Regarding the damages, the reparations, tomorrow I shall speak 
further. But I think that in the signed document there should be a sentence 
that the U. S. should shoulder the responsibility of healing the war wounds 
in North and South Vietnam. As to the details, we shall find out a suitable 
formulation -- the language we shall discuss later. 

The fourth point regarding the questions existing between the 
Indochinese countries, we maintain our stand in this connection as I 

have told you. 

Regarding the question of prisoners of war. As I told you last time, 
that the American prisoners in Cambodia, there are none. In Laos, there 
are very few. But if you satisfactorily solve the political question and the 
question of reparations then we can find an understanding. But it is a 
question under the competence of Laos and Cambodia, and we have to 
exchange views with them. And moreover, this cannot be written down m 

a signed document. 

As to other questions you raised in connection with Indochina, it is 
unsolvable, and we still maintain our stand. But considering it as an 
understanding between us, I can tell you this: All foreign troops and 
foreign military personnel must put an end to all their activities in Laos 
and Cambodia and should be withdrawn from Laos and Cambodia. They 
should not be reintroduced into these countries. It is prohibited to 
reintroduce troops and armaments into Laos and Cambodia. I can tell 
you this now. But if written in an agreement we cannot agree to that. 

Because it is here matters concerning the sovereignty of Laos and Cambodia. 
Moreover this question does not come under the scope of this conference. 
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Kissinger: I am just trying to understand what the new thing in this 
plan is. 

Le Due Tho : I have told you and you did not listen to me? 

Kis singer: No, I have listened and I will study the notes very carefully. 

Le Due Tho : What is new here is that each side's relations with foreign 
countries will be maintained. This is the greatest . . . 

Kissinger: That's right, I understand. 

Le Due Tho : And the task of the Provisional Government of National 
Concord, the three-segment we propose here, will cover only the scope 
of the implementation of the political and military provisions of the 
signed agreements. 

Kissinger: I understand. 

Le Due Tho; Externally, this government will supervise the two existing 
governments in their implementation of the foreign policy of peace, 
neutrality and independence, as agreed in the documents. 

Kissinger: That's what I thought. I understand. 

Le Due Tho: This is a great point. It is different from previous 
proposals. Regarding Laos and Cambodia it is different. 

Kissinger: No, I understand. 

Le Due Tho: So we have shown our good will and flexibility in this point. 
There should be response from your side on this point by giving suitable 
proposal on these points. Reciprocity. 

So we have finished our day's work. But, in reviewing it, we are 
more concrete than you are. You are still in space. Tomorrow you 
should catch up. 
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Kissinger* I think we have had a constructive meeting today. We have 
laid ou^hsTdefinite program. I think you will see some movement already 
in this proposal [at Tab B]. You will see more tomorrow. And while 
we will still be apart tomorrow, we have laid out the route on which we 
will travel that will bring us together. Tha-k you Mr. Special Advisor, 

Mr. Minister. 


[The group got up 


from the table and began farewell handshakes. ] 


Le Due Tho: We have been positive. You have too. But not at the same 
level as we. [Laughter] 

Kissinger: I agree that you have made an effort. It shows you are serious 
about ending the war. We are serious too. But it is a very difficult 

problem. 

[Dr. Kissinger and his party thereupon departed.] 
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Withdrawal of Forces and Prisoner of War Releases 


Modalities: The modalities of the withdrawal of United States forces and 
other foreign forces allied with the Government of the Republic of Vietnam 
and the modalities of the release of all military men and innocent civilians 
captured during the Vietnam war throughout Indochina will be discussed 
and settled by the parties to the Paris Conference on Vietnam, based on t h 
principles enumerated below. 

Troop Withdrawals : The total withdrawal from South Vietnam of all troops 
military advisors and military personnel, including technical military 
personnel, armaments and war materials of the United States and those 
of the other foreign countries allied with the Government of the Republic of 
Vietnam and the dismantlement of all United States military bases in South 
Vietnam, will be completed within 3 months after the signing of the overall 
agreement. 

Prisoners of War : The release of all military men and innocent civilians • 

4 

captured during the Vietnam war throughout Indochina including American 
servicemen captured in North Vietnam will be carried out simultaneously 
with and completed on the same day as the aforesaid troop withdrawal. 
Schedule of Withdrawal and Releases: Withdrawals and releases will take 


place according to the following schedule: 
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-- One sixth of United States and allied forces will be withdrawn and 

one sixth of the prisoners held will be released two weeks after the signing 

* 

of an overall agreement. 

-- Each remaining sixth of United States and allied forces will be with- 
drawn and each remaining sixth of prisoners of war still detained will be 

released during the following consecutive two week intervals. 

■ -- The parties undertake to release first those prisoners who are sick or 

wounded. Remaining prisoners will be released in the order in which they 
were captured, starting with the longest held. 

Lists: The parties will exchange complete lists of the military; men and 


innoc 


ent civilians captured during the Vietnam war throughout Indochina on 


the day of the signing of the overall agreement. They will also provide the 
International Control and Supervision Commission and the International 
Committee, of the Red Cross with appropriate information regarding 
prisoner detention facilities including their precise location. 

Supervision : Troop withdrawals and prisoner releases will be carried out 
under the control and supervision of the International Control and Supervisory 
Commission. In respect to prisoner releases, both the International Super- 


vision 


and Control Commission and the International Committee of the Red 


Cross will have access to prisoner detention facilities, release points and 

» 

such other access throughout Indochina as necessary to verify prisoner 
releases and for other purposes consonant with the 1949 Geneva Convention. 
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Missing in Action ; If, after the exchange of complete prisoner lists, there 
remain servicemen who are considered missing in action, the parties will 
reach agreement for the verification of their whereabouts through such 
measures as agreements to return located remains and permission to 
examine known grave and crash sites throughout Indochina. 
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U. S. Proposal 

, ♦ 

1. The U. S. undertakes to respect the independence, sovereignty, 

and territorial integrity of Vietnam, as recognized by the 1954 

Geneva Agreements on Vietnam; 

(a) The U. S. will place no obstacle in the way of reunification 

and undertakes to respect such unity once it has been achieved 
according to the provisions of this agreement. 

(b) Once an overall agreement has been implemented, the U. S. 
has no interest in continued military involvement in Vietnam nor 

does it have any interest in interfering in the internal affairs of 

* 

Vietnam. 

a 

(c) As part of the overall agreement, the United States undertakes 
to refrain from engaging in acts of force throughout Indochina including 
ground, air, and naval forces, no matter where they may be based. 

(d) As part of the overall agreement the U. S. undertakes to assist 
the DRV in the complete and immediate removal of the mines laid in the 
territorial waters and rivers of North Vietnam, 

2. The total withdrawal from South Vietnam of all troops, military 
advisers and military personnel including technical military personnel, 
armaments and war material of the United States and those of the other 
foreign countries allied with the Government of the Republic of Vietnam 




and the diemantlement of all U. S. military ba.ee In Sooth Vietnam, will 
be completed within 3 months after the signing of the overall agreement. 

After overall agreement is reached, the U. S. is prepared to define 
its level of military aid with any government that exists in South Vietnam 
in direct relation to other external military aid introduced into Indochina. 

3. The release of all military men and innocent civilians captured 
during the Vietnam war throughout Indochina including American service- 
men captured in North Vietnam will be carried out simultaneously with 
and completed on the same day as the aforesaid troop withdrawal. The . 
parties will exchange complete lists of the military men and innocent 
civilians captured during the Vietnam war throughout Indochina on the 

day of the signing of the overall agreement. 

% 

4. [Political point] 

5. The question of Vietnamese armed forces in South Vietnam will be 
settled by the Vietnamese parties themselves in a spirit of national 
reconciliation, fairness, and mutual respect, without foreign interference 
and with a view to lessening the burdens of the people. 

6. The reunification of Vietnam will be achieved step by step, through 
peaceful means on the basis of discussions and agreements between North 
and South Vietnam, without coercion or annexation from either side and 
without foreign interference. The time for reunification will be agreed 
upon by North and South Vietnam. 

Pending reunification, North and South Vietnam will promptly start 
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negotiations toward the reestablishment of normal relations in various 

fields on the basis of mutual respect. 

of the 1954 Geneva Agreements on 


In keeping with the provisions 
Vietnam while Vietnam is still temporarily divided, North and South 

Vietnam will refrain from joining any military alliance with foriegn 
countries, and from allowing foreign countries to maintain military bases, 
troops, and military personnel on their respective territories. 

7. The Geneva Agreements of 1954 on Indochina and those of 1952 
on Laos will be respected by all parties. The people of each Indochinese 
country will settle their own internal affairs, without foreign interference. 

The problems existing between the Indochinese countries will be 
settled by the Indochinese parties on the basis of respect for each other's 
independence, sovereignty, territorial Integrity and non-interference in 
each other's internal affairs. Among the problems that will be settled is 
the implementation of the principle that all armed forces of the countries 
of Indochina must remain within their national frontiers. 

8. The countries of Indochina shall pursue a foreign policy of peace and 
independence. They will observe the military provisions of the Geneva 
Agreements of 1954 and 1962, establish relations with all countries 
regardless of their political and social regimes, maintain economic and 
cultural relations with all countries, and participate in programs of 
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regional economic cooperation 
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9. At a time mutually agreed upon, a general ceasefire will be 


observed throughout Indochina under international control and 


supervision. 

I 

As part of the ceasefire the U. S, will stop all its acts of force 
throughout Indochina by ground, air, and naval forces, wherever 
they may be based, and end the mining of North Vietnamese ports 
and harbors. The U. S. undertakes to assist the DRV in the complete 
and immediate removal of the mines laid in territorial waters and 
rivers of North Vietnam. 

As part of the ceasefire, there will be no further infiltration of 

outside forces into any of the countries of Indochina, and the introduction 

» 

into Indochina of reinforcements in the form of arms, munitions and other 

war material will be prohibited. It is understood, however, that war 

material, arms and munitions which have been destroyed, damaged, worn 

* 

out or used up after the cessation of hostilities may be replaced on the 
basis of piece-for-piece of the same type and with similar characteristics. 
10. (a) There will be international control and supervision of the provisions 

under points 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, and 9 of this agreement. The International 
Control and Supervision Commission will be composed of representatives 
of five countries. The particular composition, tasks, and organization 
of the commission and the subjects to be controlled and supervised will 
be agreed upon by the belligerent parties prior to the ceasefir.e. 
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The International Control and Supervision Commission will be 
responsible to the international guarantor countries referred to in 

section (b) below. 

(b) There will be an international gua^mtee for the respect of the 
ceasefire, of the Indochinese people ! s fundamental national rights, for 
the status of Indochina and for the preservation of lasting peace in this 
region. The countries participating in the international guarantee and 
the form of guarantee will be agreed upon by the belligerent parties. 
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PROPOSAL OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET RAM 

September 2 $ , 1972 


* 

Prompted by the Vietnamese people's aspirations for 
peace, national independence, and democracy, aiming; at en- 
suring the real respect of the South Viet Nam people's right 
to self-determination, responding to the American ana tee 
world people's desire for an early end to the war ana the 
restoration of peace in Viet Nam, vdth a view to contribu- 
ting to the restoration of peace m in do china ; 

In order to evidence its serious attitude and goodwill 
and to make the negotiations on Viet Nam promptly achieve 
a settlement ensuring the Vietnamese people’s fundamental 
national rights, the Government of the Democratic Republic 
of Viet Nam puts forward the following peace proposal : 

1) The United States will respect the independence, so- 
vereignty, unity, and territorial integrity of Viet Ram as 
recognized by the 1954 Geneva Agreements on Viet Nau. It 
will not intervene in any form in the internal affairs of 
Viet Ram and will not use force or the threat of force against 

both South and North Viet Nam. 

2) The total withdrawal from South Viet Nam of all troops, 
advisers, military and technical personnel (without any ex- 
ception), armaments and war material of the United States, 
and those ’ of - the ■ other foreign countries allied to the 
United States, and the dismantlement of all U.S. military 
bases and those of the other foreign countries allied to 

the U.S. in South Viet Ram, will be completed within 45 days 
after the signing of the Overall Agreement. The United States 
will not re-introduce U.S. troops and those of the other 
foreign countries allied to the U.S. into Viet Ram. 
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3) The total release of people of the parties, military- 
men and. civilians, captured, during the Viet Nam war (in- 
cluding American pilots captured in North Viet Nam) will be 
carried out simultaneously and completed on the same day 

as the aforesaid troop withdrawal. The parties will exchange 
the lists of people of the parties captured during the Viet 
Nam war on the day of the signing of the Overall Agreement. 

4) The South Viet Nam people’s right to self-determina- 
tion and democratic liberties must be really respected. 

a/ The South Viet Nam people will decide themselves 
the political system of South Viet usm through genuinely 
free and democratic general elections, elect a constituent 
assembly, work out a constitution, and form the definitive 
government of South Viet Nam, reflecting the entire people’s 
aspirations and will for peace, independence, neutrality, 
democracy, and national concord, eventually leading to the 
peaceful reunification of Viet Nau. 

The general elections will be organized six months 
after the signing of the Overall Agreement and the enforce- 
ment of cease-fire. 

The laws and modalities of the general elections 
should guarantee genuine freedom and equality during the 
campaign and balloting for all citizens, irrespective of 
their political tendencies, including those who are living 
abroad. There wi3.1 be international supervision of the free 
and democratic general elections in South Viet Nam. 

b/ Freedom, democracy, and national concord should 
be materialized all over South Viet Nam j to immediately 
abrogate all war-time laws and measures encroaching on the 
people’s democratic freedoms or contrary to the spirit of 
national concord, to prohibit the use of force, the ’sowing 
of hatred and enmity, all acts of terror, reprisal, end 
discrimination against individuals/ organizations that have 
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co Hot orated with one side or the other ond ageinst in divi— 
duals ^/^organizations of the opposition ; to set free all those 
who have been jailed for political reasons, to dissolve all 
areas/ camps of concentration as well as places for he 1 ding 
people, to prohibit all coercion and constraint against the 
people so as to allow the people to freely return to their 
native place and to freely earn their living ; to ensure 
personal freedom, freedom of speech, freedom of the press, 
freedom of meeting, freedom of organization and political 
activities, freedom of belief, freedom of movement, freedou 
of residence and work, to guarantee the right to property owner- 
ship and free enterprise. 

c/ The South Viet Ram Provisional Government of Rational 
Concord vail be set up to carry out the following tasks during 
the period from the restoration of peace to the establishment 

of the definitive government of South Viet Ram 

— to implement the signed agreements, to direct and 
supervise their implementation by the two South 
Vietnamese parties ; 

- to materialize democratic liberties and national 
concord, to direct ana supervise their materiali- 
zation by the two South Vietnamese parties ; 

— to review the policies and laws of the two South 

Vietnamese parities and to stimulate the latter to 

*• 

amend/ abrogate those policies and laws conflicting 
with the provisions of the signed agreements. 

— to decide the lav/s and modalities of ohe general 
elections, to determine the qualification of candi- 
dates, to organize general elections, to ensure 
the fairness of voting, and to verify the election 

re suit s ; 

- to draft the constitution of South Viet Ram for the 
approbation of the constituent assembly} 

- to supervise the application by the two South 
Vietnamese parties of a foreign policy of peace 
and neutrality ; 


I* 

1: 

)■’ 

V 

c 

v . 
% 1 

f 

✓ 

V.- 

f: 

i 


I; 

f, 



DECLASSiE 

Authorit y p- Q . 

Byj^NARA Dale 



Reproduced at the National Archives 


t ; 

r:.- 


:> j$ 





■A -4.pl I dt. 





- 4 - 


- to organize consultations between the two South 
Vietnamese parties to settle questions existing 
between the two South Vietnamese parties. 

d/ The Provisional Government of National Concord is 
composed of three segments ? 

- persons of the Provisional Revolutionary Govern- 
ment of the Republic of South Viet Nam ; 

- persons of the Saigon Administration (except 
Nguyen Van Thieu) ; 

- persons of various political and religious tenden- 
cies in South Viet Nau, including those who live 
in exile abroad for political reasons, belonging 
neither to the P.R.G, of the R.S.V.N, nor to 

the Saigon Administration. 

The above three segments are of the same proportions 
and equal in rights. 

The persons belonging to the P.R.G. of the R.S.V.N, 

will be designated by the F.R.G. of the R.S.V.N. ; the 

persons belonging to the Saigon Admini strati on will be 

% 

designated by the Saigon Administration ; the persons 
belonging to the third segment will be proposed in common 
agreement by the P.R.G. of the R.S.V.N, and the Saigon 
Admin i st r a t i on . 

The Provisional Government of National Concord is a 
bocty independent of all the South Vietnamese parties, it 
will carry out its functions in the whole of South Viet Nam 
The parties will agree on the necessary measures to ensure 
that no party may dominate the Provisional Government of 
National Concord. 

e/ The Provisional Government of National Concord is 
composed of 12 members and endowed with a presidium of 
three men representing the three segments ; these three 
men will in turn act as president of the presidium for 
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a specific period. The Provisional Government of National 
Concord will operate in accordance with the principle of 

unanimity. 

There mil be five Commissions subordinating to the 
Provisional Government of national Concord ; 

_ The Joint Military Commissir-* (in charge of the 
implementation of the military provisions ox 
the signed agreements) ; 

- The Political Commission (in charge of the ma- 
terialization of the democratic liberties and 
national concord) ; 

- The Commission on general elections ; 

- The Commission for the drafting of the constitu- 
tion ; 

- The Commission on foreign policy. 

« 

All these Commissions will operate in accordance with. 

the principle of unanimity. 

g/ National Concord Comiittees will be formed in all 
administrative units — provinces, cities, towns, districts, 
villages —all over South Viet Nam. National Concord Commit- 
tees of all level are led by the Provisional Government of 
National Concord and the immediately superior National Con- 
cord. Committee . The Provisional Government of National 
Concord has the responsibility to stimulate the administra- 
tions of all levels of the two South Vietnamese parties 
to form the National Concord Committees at various levels 
within one month of the signing of the Overall Agreement. 

The tasks of National Concord Committees of all levels 



are 


-to implement the directives of the Provisional 
Government of National Concord and the immediately 
superior National Concord Committee •; 
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- to implement the signed agreements, to direct 
and supervise their implementation by the local 

admin ist rot ions of both parties 5 

- to enforce democratic liberties, to direct 

and supervise their enforcement by the local ad- 

« • 

ministrations of both parties ; 

- to materialize national concord, to . direct onc3 - 
supervise its materialization by the local admi- 
nistrations of both parties ; 

- to prepare the organization and to organize 
elections in their respective locality, in accor- 
dance with the laws and rules laid down by the 
Provisional Government of • national Concord ; 

- to organize consultations between the two South 
Vietnamese parties to settle questions existing 
between the two South Vietnamese parties in 
their respective locality. 

National Concord Committees of all levels are composed 
of three segments of the same proportions and equal in rights; 
they will operate in accordance with the principle of 

unanimity. 

The Provisional Government of National Concord will 
have its headquarters in Saigon. The protection of the 
headquarters of the Provisional Government of National 
Concord is assured by a joint military guard. 

The members of the Provisional Government of National 
Concord have the immunity privilege. The two South Viet- 
namese parties have the responsibility to assure the security 
of the members of National Concord Committees of all levels. 

h/ During the period from the restoration of peace 
to the formation of the definitive government of South 
Viet Nam after the general elections, the I.K.G, 01 the 
R.S.V.N. and the Saigon Administration will temporarily 
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remain inexistence, will assume the otoinirtwtloo of the 

strolled bv the^ end will maintain 
regions respectively controlled ^ t 

their respective existing foreign relations that are no 
at variance with the foreign policy of peace ana neutrality 
of South Viet Nam mentioned in this agreement. 

The F.R.G. of the R.S.7.N. and the Saigon Administra- 
tion undertake that, after the enforcement of cease-fire, 
they will ' 

- respect and implement the decisions of the Fxovi 
sional Government of National Concord in the frame- 
work of the latter* s tasks and prerogatives as 

described above ; 

- strictly implement the signed agreements; 

- materialise national concord, enforce the democra- 
tic liberties of the people as described m 

- respect the laws and modalities of the general 
elections laid down by the Provisional Government 
of National Concord, ensure that the general elec- 
tions be genuinely free and democratic, ‘-'no. abide 

by the outcome of the elections, 

- apply n foreign policy of peace and neutra- 
lity, establish relations with all countries 
regardless of their political and social systems, 
in accordance with the five principles of peaceiul 
co-existence, establish economic and cultural 
relations with all countries, participate in 
programmes of regional co-operation ; the rela- 
tions between South Viet Nau and the U.S. are 

to \)<Z 0-3 B/iLKO V)fc*BXS f ' 

- no Id con surest ions in a spirit of equality <m 
national concord to settle all questions existing 

between the two parties and relating to tl.e 
people’s interests -and life. 
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1' Immediately after the signing of the Overall Agree- 
ment, Nguyen Van Thieu will re sign and the Provisional 
Government of National Concord will begin its functions. 

5) The question of Vietnamese armed forces in South 
Viet Nam will be settled by the F.R.G. of the R.S.V.N. ana 
the Saigon Administration in a spirit of national concord, 
equality, and mutual respect, without foreign interference, 
in keeping with the postwar situation end with a view to 
lessening the contributions of the people. 

6) Viet Nau is one. The Vietnamese people is one. The 
military demarcation line at the 17th parallel, as determin- 
ed by the 1954- Geneva Agreements on Viet Nam, is only 

• * ni .3 • t * i it i ca "f o~‘ territorial ooundury. 

provisional and not <-■ p3iiT«xc< - 

a/ The re-unification of Viet Nam will be carried out 
step by step through peaceful means, on the basis of discu- 
ssions and agreements between the two zones, without coer- 
cion or annexation from either party and without foreign 
interference. The time for re-unification will be agreed 
upon by the two zones South and North Viet Nam. 

Fending the peaceful re-unification of Viet Nau, the 
two zones South and North Viet Nam will immediately start 
negotiations with a view .to re-establishing normal rela^- 
tions in all fields on the basis of mutual respect. 

b/ In keeping with the provisions of the 1954 Geneva 
Agreements on Viet Nam, when Viet Nam is still temporarily 
partitioned into two zones, South and North Viet N b..l will 
not join any military alliance with foreign countries, will 
not allow foreign countries to maintain military bases, ^ 
troops, and military personnel on their respective terri- 
tory, will not recognize the protection of any country, 
any military alliance or bloc. 
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n \ mug u S Government de dares it vrt.ll shouldei the 
responsibility to contribute to tlie Healing of the war 
wounds and the economic rehabilitation of the two toneo_ _ 

South and North Viet Na..: by allotting a sum of nine billion 
U.S. dollars (4.5 billion for each zone) in a period of 
five years without repayment a no. without conditions atta- 
ched. The two sides will agree on the fora of engage'. cat- by 
the U.S. Government on this subject. 

8) a/ I immediately after the D. R.V.N. and the U.S. reach 
agreement on these 10 points, the U.S. vrt.ll coapletely stop 
the bombing end shelling of North Viet Nam, coapletely end 
the blockade of the harbours and ports of the D.R.V..J, , 
proceed forthwith to the removal of all mines laid in the 
territorial waters and the waterways of Nor oh Vieo Na i, 
and cease all other acts of war against the D.R.V.N.. 

b/ Immediately after the signing of the Overall 
Agreement * 

- the U.S. will stop in the whole of South Viet Nam 
all military activities by the ground, air, and 
naval forces of the U.S. and those of the other 
foreign countries allied to the U.S. , no matter 
where they come from j the armed forces of the 
P.R.G. of the R.S.V.N. will end all military 
activities against U.S. troops and those of the 
other foreign countries allied to the U.S. xn 

South Viet Nam . 

- the armed forces of the F.R.G. of the R.S.V.N. 
and those of the Saigon Administration will atop 
all hostile acts against each other and observe 

a standstill cease-fire. 

c/ As port of the cease-fire, the two South Vietnamese 

parties will not accept any military aid and any re-inf 0PC«- 

. advisers, military and technical personnel, 

ment of troops, aaviocro, . 

, r- ir .A vwri material into Scuta Viet Nam. 

armaments, ammunition, ana war amuux 
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The two South Vietnamese parties will at intervals agree 
on the replacement of armaments in accordance with the 
principle of equality. The acceptance of foreign military 
aid to South Viet Nam vail afterwords come under the com- 
petence of the definitive government of South Viet Nam 
formed after the general elections. 

There will be international control and supervision 
of the cease-fire in South Viet Nam as mentioned in points 

8b and 8c, 



4 . 

t* 


9) a/ The International Commission of Control and Su- 
pervision is composed of representatives of 4 countries. 

The D.H.V.N. and the U.S, will each present two countries 
which should be agreeable to the other side. The tasks of 
the International Commission of Control and Supervision are: 


- to control and supervise the questions mentioned 
in points 2 and 3 ♦ 

- to supervise the free anci. democratic geneial 

Jm 

elections in South Viet ITam as mentioned in 
point 4a ; 

- to control end supervise the cease-fire in South 
Viet Nam as mentioned in points 8b and 8c. 


The International Commission of Control and Supervi- 
sion will carry out its tasks on the basis of respect for 
the independence and sovereignty of Viet Nam, and non-inter 
ference in the internal affairs of Viet Nam. It is respon- 
sible to the four parties of the Paris Conference on Viet 
Nam and to the Provisional Government of National Concord 
of all South Viet Nam. 


The International Commission of Control and Supervi- 
sion will start operating when the cease-fire comes into 
force in South Viet' Nam and will end its activities imme- 


diately after the definitive government of South Viet Nam 
is formed. 
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b/ Thete will be international guarantee for the 
respect of the Vietnamese people’s fundamental national 
rights, the neutrality of Souoh Viet one, the pxeser— 

votion of lasting peace in this region. It is propooeci thc-t 
Laos, Cambodia, the Soviet Union, Cnina, France, Gx'eot Bri— 
tain, the four countries of the International Commission 
of Control ana Supervision, and the Secretory General of 
the Q.N.O., together with the four parties of the Paris 
Conference on Viet Ha.:, will hold an international conferen- 
ce to work out a Joint declaration on the aforesaid inter- 
notional guarantee, 

10) The 1954 Geneva Agreements on Indochina and the 19^2 
Geneva Agreements on Laos must be respected. The people of 
each Indochinese country will settle themselves their own 
internal affairs, without foreign interference. 

The problems existing between the three Indochinese 
countries will be settled by the t hr e e Indochinese countries 
on the basis of respect for each other’s independence, 
sovereignty, and territorial integrity and non-interference 
in each other’s internal affairs. 

The peaceful settlement of the Viet Nam problem will 
positively contribute to the restoration of peace in 
Indochina. 



The above ten points form a complete whole and serve 
as basis for the conclusion of agreements. The agreements 
come into force immediately after being signed./. 


* 




